


CEMR

The Council of European Municipalities and Regions (CEMR) is a non-profit

association.
government in Europe.

Its members are national associations of local
and regional governments from over thirty European
countries.

The main aim of CEMR is to promote a strong, united
Europe based on local and regional self-government and
democracy; a Europe in which decisions are taken
as closely as possible to its citizens, in line with the
principle of subsidiarity.

It is the broadest association of local and regional

CEMR’s work covers a wide range of themes, including
public services, transport, regional policy, the environ-
ment, equal opportunities...

CEMR is also active on the international stage. It is the
European section of the world organisation of cities and
municipalities, United Cities and Local Governments
(UCLG).

CEMR’s

members

Membership is open to representative national associa-
tions of local and regional government from countries
that belong to the Council of Europe.

In addition to its members from EU states, CEMR has
members from non EU countries (Norway, Switzerland,
Iceland, Ukraine, Serbia, Macedonia...)

To join CEMR, an association must formally apply to
CEMR’s policy committee. It must also demonstrate its
representativity at the national level.

CEMR members pay a yearly subscription fee based on
the GNP and the size of the population of their country.

Everything divides
States and

everything unites
municipalities

Edouard Herriot
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The Council of European
Municipalities (CEM)
is founded by a group
of mayors in Geneva

Ry

CEM'’s headquarters
move to Paris

Ry

At its first general assembly, in Versailles,
CEM adopts the European Charter
of municipal liberties which will provide
the inspiration for the Council of Europe’s
European Charter of local self-government (1985)

Ry

CEM opens
a representation office
in Brussels to be nearer
to EU institutions

Ry

Ry

Valéry Giscard d’Estaing
elected CEMR president

Mayor of Barcelona,

Pasqual Maragall,
elected CEMR president

CEMR merges with the
European Committee of IULA
(International Union of Local Authorities)

Ry

CEM opens its ranks to regions
and changes its name
to the Council of European
Municipalities and Regions (CEMR)

Ry

Innsbruck (Austria)
general assembly

Ry

Mayor of Vienna
Michael Haupl
elected CEMR new president

Ry

CEMR becomes the
European section of the new
world organisation of towns

and municipalities, United Cities
and Local Governments (UCLG)

Ry

Poznan (Poland)

general assembly.
Adoption of the Poznan
declaration on the future of Europe

Oulu (Finland)
general assembly

Michael Haupl
Mayor and
Governor of Vienna
CEMR President

Wim Deetman
Mayor of The Hague
First Vice-President

Walter Veltroni
Mayor of Rome
Executive President

Oldrich Vlasak

Member of

the European Parliament
Executive President

Barbel Dieckmann
Mayor of Bonn
Executive President



1. The Policy Committee
>
>

2. The Executive Bureau
>

3. The Presidency
>

4. The secretariat general
>

5. The General Assembly
>

CEMR’s

activities

> Influencing European legislation

EU legislation — in fields such as the environment, public
procurement, structural funds, state aids and competition
law - has a huge impact on local and regional government
across Europe. Influencing European laws is thus one of
CEMR’s key activities. Working closely with its national
associations, CEMR draws up policy positions, which form
the basis of responses to the European Commission,
especially through its dialogue and consultation processes,
and for lobbying the Parliament and the Council of
Ministers, e.g. via specific amendments.

> Shaping the future of Europe

CEMR works for a Europe that respects the principle of
subsidiarity and local and regional self-governance,
a Europe in which all spheres of government (local,
regional, national, EU) work together as partners. CEMR
has campaigned for a European Constitution that
recognizes the role of municipalities, towns and regions;
it has also helped local and regional governments from
new EU member states to prepare for accession to the EU.

> Exchanging information and experience

Taken together, localities and regions constitute a well of
experience in their domains of competences (Social wel-
fare, economic development, environment, transport...).
CEMR’s role is to facilitate the flow of information on
these experiences, to spread ideas and skills to all its
members. To achieve this, CEMR organises working
groups, seminars and conferences that enable its
members to meet and discuss their concerns and ideas.

> Supporting town twinning

CEMR has created the concept of European town twin-
ning, which stems from the idea that a peaceful and suc-
cessful Europe can be best built at its base, by its citizens.
Today, there are over 30,000 town twinnings across
Europe, and support for this uniqgue movement remains
one of CEMR’s priorities — in particular, by co-ordinating
the work of twinning officers. CEMR works closely with
the European Commission (DG Culture and Education)
and the Parliament to ensure necessary financial and
policy support for the twinning movement.

> Strengthening local and regional government
in the world

CEMR is the European section of the world organisation
of towns and municipalities, United Cities and Local
Governments (UCLG). Within UCLG, the Council
of European Municipalities and Regions promotes
democracy, local self-government and exchange of expe-
rience across the world. It also promotes North-South
co-operation and capacity-building.




15 Rue de Richelieu
F - 75 001 Paris
Tel : +33144505959
Fax : + 33 1 44 50 59 60
WWW.CCre.org
E-mail : cemr@ccre.org

Rue d'Arlon, 22
B - 1050 Bruxelles
Tel : +3225117477
Fax :+ 32251109 49
WWW.CCre.org
E-mail : cemr@ccre.org
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