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CEMR/EPSU Conference on “Strengthening Social Dialogue in Local and Regional Government in the New Member States and Candidate Countries”

Congress Park Hotel Flamenco, Budapest, 14 October 2005

Second Draft Programme (version 9 September 2005)


CEMR/EPSU Conference on 

“Strengthening Social Dialogue in Local and Regional Government in the New Member States and Candidate Countries”

Congress Park Hotel Flamenco, Budapest, 14 October 2005

Draft Programme (version 26 September 2005)

(13th October: Arrival at hotel and joint welcome dinner at 20h00) 

Morning session 

Chaired by Aleksander AAGAARD, President of the EPSU/CEMR-EP Social Dialogue Committee and chair of the CEMR Employers’ Platform 

08.00
Registration of participants 

09.00
Opening of Conference and greetings by EPSU/CEMR representatives

· Mrs Agnes CSER, President of the Democratic Trade Union of Health and Social Workers (EDDSZ), President of the EPSU Gender Equality Committee and member of EPSU Executive Committee
· Mr Kálmán ANTAL, Head of the department of health care and equal opportunities, Office of the Mayor of Budapest
09.15
Overview by Aleksander AAGAARD of work of the sectoral Committee for local and regional government (establishment of Committee, work programme, first results…)

09.30
Keynote presentation by Francois ZIEGLER, Social Dialogue Unit, European Commission on the role of social dialogue in supporting social and economic development across Europe


Questions and discussion

10.15 Presentation of the main findings of the local and regional government study by Tina WEBER,  Ecotec  

10.45
Coffee

11.15
Questions, comments and general discussion on the study

12.30
Lunch
Afternoon session 

chaired by Joelle BERNARD, vice-President of the EPSU Standing Committee for Local and Regional Government Committee

14.00 
Panel debates on two of the main themes of the study:

1.
What are the drivers, obstacle and success factors in building social dialogue in local and regional government sector?   

· Kalle LIIVAMÄGI, Trade Union of State and Self-Government Institutions’ Workers of Estonia

· Mr CZUBINSKI, Mayor of Krasnik (Poland)
· Erzebet BERKI, Head of Industrial Relations, Ministry of Employment and Labour, Hungary 

· Markus GUSTAFFSON, Swedish Association of Local Authorities and Regions (Sweden) 
Discussion

15.30
Coffee

15.45
2.
How is public sector restructuring and modernisation impacting on the local and regional government sector?  What are the main challenges for the future?

· Zafer ÜSKUL, Trade Union of Municipalities and Public Services’ Workers of Turkey (Belediye-Is)
· Jozef TURČÁNY, Mayor of Turčianske Teplice and Vice-President of ZMOS, the Association of Towns and Communities of Slovakia
+ An EPSU/ CEMR speaker (Markus Gustaffson for CEMR?)

Discussion

17.15
Concluding remarks 

· Angelika POTH-MOGELE, Head of Policy, CEMR

· Carola FISCHBACH-PYTTEL, EPSU General Secretary

17h30
Close of seminar

� Organised with the financial support of the European Commission
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