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MONDAY 20 FEBRUARY

13 h 00
Registration of participants

14 h 00
Beginning of the conference


Opening Session

Speeches:

· Ms Vicenta Bosch Palanca, Chair of the Committee of women elected representatives of local and regional authorities of CEMR

· Ms Luisella Pavan-Woolfe, Director for Horizontal and International issues, Directorate General Employment, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities, European Commission

General Introduction: the content of the European Charter for Equality of Women and Men in Local Life


( Mr. Jeremy Smith, Secretary General of CEMR

14 h 45
1st Session

Moderator: Ms Maria Stratigaki, Assistant Professor, Department of Social Policy, Panteion University (Athens)

A.
Equality of women and men: a fundamental right and an essential principle for democracy 


Introduction: Ms Eliane Vogel-Polsky, Professor at the Université Libre in Brussels, CEMR Expert


Exchange of views on the preamble and principles of the Charter 

B.
Equality in local life: more women in leadership positions 


Introduction: Ms Françoise Gaspard, Expert from the United Nations CEDAW Committee, CEMR Expert


Exchange of views on the content of the Charter regarding political commitments

16 h 40
The role of women in the Lisbon strategy

Speech by Ms Edite Estrela, Vice Chairwoman of the Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality of the European Parliament, Rapporteur for the European Parliament on the future of the Lisbon Strategy from the point of view of the gender perspective, former Chair of the CEMR Committee of women elected representatives of local and regional authorities 

17 h 00
End of the first day

18 h 30
Cocktail at CEMR offices (22-24 B rue d’Arlon – 1050 Brussels)

TUESDAY 21 FEBRUARY

9 h 15
Beginning of day two of the conference


2nd Session

The Charter for equality of women and men in local life: the commitments

Chair of the session: Ms Luisa Laurelli, member of the Council Regione Lazio, Chair of the Special Committee on Security, Social Inclusion and the Fight against Crime


General introduction:

· Mr Jeremy Smith, Secretary General of CEMR
· Ms Diane Bunyan, Former leader of Bristol City Council, CEMR expert

Public services – taking into account the specific needs of women and men: 


Public transports and mobility:


( Mr Luc Gwiazdzinski, Director of the Agency of Time and Mobility of Belfort-Montbéliard


The struggle against domestic violence against women:


( Ms Ana Barcelo Chico, Mayor of Sax, Chair of the Committee on Equality of the Spanish Federation of Municipalities and Provinces (FEMP)

Social services:


( Ms Sari Raassina, Member of the City Council of Kuopio, Vice-President of the Regional Council of Northern Savo


Exchange of views on the content of the Charter regarding commitments on services provided by local and regional authorities

11 h 15
Coffee break

11 h 40
3rd Session

The implementation of the Charter
· How to publicize the Charter

· How to give positive recognition to cities and regions which sign and implement the Charter

· What the signing of the Charter involves

· How to evaluate its impact


Chair of the session: Ms Jocelyne Bougeard, Deputy Mayor of Rennes in charge of women’s affairs, equality and time in the city 


( Ms Eleni Loucaides, Member of Nicosia City Council, President of the Committee of women elected representatives of the Union of Cyprus Municipalities


( Ms Rose-Marie Kranzfelder-Poth, Member of the City Council of Augsburg


( A representative from Central or Eastern Europe(
13 h 00
Lunch – buffet

14 h 30
Final Session

How to take the Charter forward


Moderator: Mr Jeremy Smith

Speeches:

· A representative from the Committee of the Regions

· Ms Dana Stechova, member of the Workers Group of the European Economic and Social Committee

· A representative from the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe 

· A representative from United Cities and Local Governments


Closing Session


Speeches:

· Ms Anna Zaborska, Chairwoman of Committee on Women’s Rights and Gender Equality of the European Parliament 

· A representative from of the European Commission

Final remarks by the Chair, Ms Vicenta Bosch Palanca, Chair of the Committee of women elected representatives of local and regional authorities of CEMR
16 h 00
End of the meeting
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