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Promoting decentralisation and local self-government

Speech by Wim Deetman

Mayor of The HagueHague

Mister Secretary-General,

Mayors from all world regions are gathered here today as part of the United Cities and Local Governments mayors delegation to the United Nations. Why are we so committed?
The problems mentioned in the millennium goals are problems of hundreds of millions of people. Those people are asking us, mayors, for answers every day.
We are here because we are facing a new era for local government, as well as a new era for our relationship with the United Nations. 
Mister Secretary-General, 
finding a local government which is not either a member of our world organisation UCLG or linked in some way to our network is no easy task. Finding a mayor who does not face the issues of slums, poverty, clean water, education, health, citizen participation everyday in his or her city is nearly impossible.
All our members – in one way or another -  are faced with the new global realities. 
As local governments and mayors operating very close to the citizens, our first responsibility is to manage and develop the world’s fast developing cities, and its diverse towns and villages. Whether we like it or not! No escape is possible!
I regularly speak with mayors and colleagues all over the world, and we realise we need to seek advice from each other on how to deal with the major issues facing our communities. For example, helping each other in post-conflict situations like we have done in Kosovo is becoming increasingly important in restoring normal daily life for our citizens in these terrible situations. The same we tried to do with our Israelian and Palestinian colleagues. 

An other example of our commitment is the organisation of a conference in 2006 about the Millennium goals by CEMR, the organisation of the European region, in attendance of Ms. Eveline Herfkens, your special delegate on Millennium goals. The aim of this conference is to strengthen cooperation between local authorities and further to mobilize the solidarity of our citizens in favour of the Millennium goals. Mr Secretary General, we stand for partnership, one world.
Amongst others in view of the Millennium goals, the members of United Cities and Local Governments across the world are committed to enhance effective decentralisation. This is why we want a close partnership with governments and with the UN. And this is why inclusive global governance is so crucial to achieving our shared development goals.

Effective decentralisation

Mister Secretary-General,
such a decentralisation is essential for a democratic system of governance. It is the key to basic service provision for, by and with the community, also in realising the Millennium goals.
UCLG-members have been working for many years towards the international adoption of guidelines on decentralisation. We are pleased to see this work come to fruition in the Guidelines on Decentralisation discussed this year by governments at the UN-Habitat Governing Council. 

True partnerships

Mister Secretary-General, 
our message is clear: decisions must be taken by the government closest to the citizens. For this to be effective, we need a broad devolution of powers and adequate resources so that we can meet the needs of our citizens locally, in our towns and cities. The increase in the functions of local authorities must also be accompanied by measures to build their capacity to exercise these functions. 
Local governments want and need to work closely with all stakeholders in the governance process to be successful. Public-private and civil society partnerships are crucial to the efficient management of public resources and the improvement of services. Local governments are experts in putting together public/private/community partnerships, so essential for the Millennium goals.
Having said this, Mister Secretary-General, our appeal to you is that the UN will stimulate and build close contacts with local authorities and their associations, including UCLG, to disseminate United Nations goals and values, and to share lessons of good practice on ways and means to implement the Millennium Declaration.
As you see, we are you ally, we are eagerly looking forward to the final declaration next week.
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