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Good evening, Brussels, 
Good evening European friends, 

Greetings from the cradle of our European civilisation, of our democracy, Greece, thanks to the kind invitation of the City of Rhodes, and our Greek section KEDKE.

I am particularly honoured to deliver this message which aims to be the voice of the more than 30 000 twinned towns of Europe and the 50 national associations of local and regional authorities that the Council of European Municipalities and Regions gathers from 36 countries of Europe.  I wish to present this message with the President of CEMR who is sitting with us here, Michael Häupl, Mayor and Governor of Vienna.

As Chair of the twinning network of CEMR, it is with emotion and a great joy that I share this moment with you and with the 600 colleagues from 30 countries who are gathered here in Rhodes to open our Conference on “Twinning for towmorrow’s world”.  

I wish to thank the European Commission for supporting our Conference and giving us the opportunity to share this important moment with you in Brussels for the launching of the programme “Citizens for Europe”. 
Mr Commissioner, 
I wish to take this opportunity, on behalf of CEMR, to express our satisfaction with being able to actively give our input on the new programme “Europe for Citizens”, in good cooperation with the European Commission.  We hope to be able to continue our long and fruitful cooperation and contribute to making this programme an efficient tool for twinning and European citizenship.
During these three days in Rhodes the actors of the twinning movement, citizens, mayors, elected representatives, public servants, volunteers meet  in order to debate on “Twinning for Tomorrow’s World” and exchange our experiences, our views on how twinning can be an efficient tool to cope with the issues challenging Europe today.

We are happy to share our views not only with the beneficiaries of the 27 countries who can already participate in the twinning programme, but also with candidate countries and possible future members countries which we hope will be able to actively participate in the programme in the future.

We will discuss about issues for which we think twinning can contribute to solve the questions the European society face today. Twinning can help to build a more inclusive society where everyone has their own place. Twinning can encourage young people to be more involved in public life.  Twinning can be a tool to undertake economic cooperation and build a more sustainable Europe.
Twinning can be an efficient means of preserving the cultural heritage and diversity of our Europe.  Here we have a magnificent example, as Rhodes is part of the World’s heritage of UNESCO, and is also an active twinned town with links all over Europe and the World.
But twinning is also a way for Europe to be more open to the rest of the world.  For this reason we will discuss the way twinning can be a bridge to build a dialogue around the Mediterranean region with our friends from Israel, Palestine, Turkey, who we are very pleased to meet.
We in CEMR – as the European section of the world organisation United Cities and Local Governments – are convinced that twinning is a way to build a better world for tomorrow.  For this reason we wish for more twinnings to serve as starting points for development cooperation and development education to struggle against poverty.  

Dear friends,

We are here in Rhodes for this Conference  because we all wish to build a Europe where citizens are more aware of their European identity and where we as decision-makers want to be able to respond better  to the needs of our citizens.  

In our global society, twinnings are a unique way to build a strong and peaceful Europe, rich by its diversity and ready to play its full role in tomorrow’s world.  

I am sure that we will have very rich exchanges  and that our discussions will be able to provide a major contribution to the new twinning programme and for the construction of a Europe for its citizens.
CEMR
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