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If 2004 was, in general, a year of optimism for the European
Union – with ten new member states joining, endowed
with a new Constitution, and energized by a newly elected,
self-confident Parliament – we have to admit that 2005 was
a tough year.

The “no” votes in France and the Netherlands certainly sent
tremors across the European Union, and threatened to 
unstitch the “package” of compromises that first the
European Convention, then the Heads of Government, had
so carefully crafted.  

For us in CEMR, the European Constitution contains real
advances – for the first time in the EU Treaties, the principle
of local and regional self-government is recognized, and
the principle of subsidiarity is extended to include the local
and regional levels of government. We had lobbied hard to
get these and other points included. So it is our task now to
make sure that any future Constitution or Treaty (and we
cannot enlarge the Union beyond 27 members without
changes) includes all of our key issues.

But 2005 saw other difficulties that proved extremely hard
to overcome. The biggest one was the budget framework
of the EU for the next seven years, 2007-2013.  Our main
concern here has been to obtain a proper level of financing
for the Structural Funds.  Several national governments
were keen to cut back spending in these areas, way
beneath what the Commission had argued was necessary,
and on “renationalizing” this whole area of policy. We have
lobbied consistently against these retrograde steps, and in
support of the Commission’s proposals.

Finally, in December, the Heads of Government managed to
agree the budget framework, but with a substantial cut for
cohesion and rural development funding which causes us a
lot of concern.

But if the national governments found it hard to make 
progress, 2005 was a highly active year for European local
and regional governments, and for CEMR in particular, as
this Annual Report shows.  As in the previous years, our
work covered a wide range of policies issues that affect the
daily lives of Europe’s citizens. I was pleased in particular
that Vienna City Hall hosted CEMR’s first major conference
to bring together all of the associations of local 
government from south-east Europe. It is vital to help our
colleagues in this part of Europe, as our contribution to
promoting peace, development and stability.

a Difficult Year for Europe2005:

Michael Häupl,

Mayor and Governor of Vienna
CEMR President
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The European Union faced two major issues
in 2005: the ratification process of the cons-
titutional treaty, and the negotiation over its
budget for the 2007-2013 period. CEMR was
active on both fronts.

THE CONSTITUTION

As the natural link between the EU and some 100,000
European villages, towns, provinces and regions,
CEMR informed its members and encouraged them to
relay the information about the constitutional treaty

in their countries. It also channeled the views of Europe’s local
and regional government on this issue to bring them to the
European Commission, the Council and the Parliament.

At its Stuttgart meeting on 4 July 2005, our Executive Bureau
adopted a resolution in which it called on Europe’s heads of
state and government, and on the leaders of EU Institutions to
work together in a more co-operative spirit to make the
European Union more effective, more democratic, more intelli-
gible and more sensitive to its citizens’ concerns and interests.
The declaration followed the “no” votes in the referendums in
France and in the Netherlands, and the announcement by the
European Council that it was giving itself a period of reflec-

tion. In the declaration, CEMR stated its belief that this must
not be an excuse for inaction, or worse, for going back on the
improvements of the draft constitutional treaty. We believe
that many parts of the Constitution could be implemented
before, or even without, ratification of the Constitution.
This includes much of the new protocol on subsidiarity.

Prior to the executive meeting in Stuttgart, CEMR president
Michael Häupl had reacted to the “No” vote in the French
Referendum. In a statement from Vienna on 1 June, he said
that the failure of the Lisbon Agenda is one of the reasons why
the constitutional treaty has been rejected by French voters.

If one lesson has to be drawn from the French rejection, he
added, it is that we must fully implement the Lisbon Agenda,
that the EU must take action towards a social Europe. 
The Lisbon Agenda was launched in 2000, but to this day little
progress has been achieved.  If Europe's heads of state and 
government were to carefully listen to their citizens, they
would hear the same voices of criticism as in France.

Finally, at its 12 December policy committee meeting in
Vienna, CEMR called for a debate on the status of Part III
(detailed rules of the EU's powers and policies) of the EU
Constitution. For CEMR, these rules are not of the same 
constitutional character as Parts I and II. It stated that a high
proportion of EU citizens disagree with many of these detailed
policies and rules. Many of the concerns expressed during
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referendum campaigns had less to do with governance issues,
but were against giving  these detailed rules in Part III 
"constitutional value”.

Still in 2005, CEMR issued a publication on the local and
regional dimension of the constitution. Its main aim was 
to inform local and regional leaders across Europe of 
the Constitution’s impact on and benefits for the local and
regional level.

FINANCIAL PERSPECTIVES (THE EU BUDGET)

Throughout 2005, protracted negotiations took place on the
EU budget for the 2007-2013 period. From CEMR’s point of
view, there were several dangers: first, there were calls for a
reduction of the cohesion policy budget to a level that CEMR
found unacceptable; second, the longer an agreement was
delayed, the more difficult it would be for local and regional
governments to take full advantage of the structural funds.
The agreement on the financial perspective took place at the
16 December Brussels summit as the UK presidency of the
Council was drawing to an end.

Shortly before the Brussels summit, CEMR president Michael
Häupl sent a letter (25.10.05) to the president of the European
Council, UK Prime minister Tony Blair, asking him to do his
utmost to reach an agreement on the EU budget for the 2007-
2013 period. In his letter, Michael Häupl explained that this is

particularly important in relation to the future of structural
funds. A considerable lead-in time is needed to ensure good
quality programmes that meet the key objectives; our cities and
regions need early clarification of the financial and practical
bases for their work.

This was followed by a declaration adopted by the Policy
Committee at its meeting in Vienna on 12 December 2005.
It stated that the EU cohesion policy should be at a level that
respects the commitments made to the new member states.
CEMR's policy committee also urged the heads of states 
and governments to reach an agreement on the financial 
perspectives at a level consistent with the requirements of the
Lisbon strategy, and of a true European cohesion policy.

In July CEMR’s Executive Bureau had already urged the
European Council to reach an agreement on the overall 
financial perspectives of the without delay. It added that any
agreement must include provisions for a strong pan-European
cohesion policy for that period, with funding no less than the
0.46% of EU gross national income, as proposed by the
European Commission.

On 16 December, the heads of states and governments agreed
on the EU budget for the 2007-2013 period. CEMR welcomed
the news but was disappointed by the agreement on cohesion
policy (0.35% of EU’s GNI). CEMR’s secretary general
expressed concerns that the future budget of cohesion policy
includes separate provisions for specific regions from specific
member states. While CEMR welcomes the fact that the EU’s
poorest regions will benefit from substantial aid, these 
individual deals go against the essence and the basic principles
of the EU itself; instead we face the prospect of some “à la
carte” cohesion policy where each member state fights for its
own turf rather than a group of states working together
towards a harmonious developement of all regions.

THE COMMISSION’S WORK PROGRAMME AND SUBSIDIARITY

On 17 November in Brussels, representatives of associations of
local and regional governments exchanged views with the
president of the European Commission, José Manuel Barroso,
on the Commission’s work programme for 2006.
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Michael Häupl welcomed the statement in the Commission's
work programme that the European Union can only achieve 
its goals if they are pursued in concert with the national,
regional and local governments, but stressed that there is a
lack of coordination between the levels of governance, this
explains why the biggest barrier to achieving the Lisbon
Agenda's goals is the implementation gap.

CEMR also played an active role at the CoR subsidiarity 
conference in London, on 29 November : its representative,
Knut Andersen urged the European Commission to apply 
early and wide consultation mechanisms on alternatives
to legislation, stating that Yes, we agree that less European
legislation is welcome, but on the other hand there is a definite
risk that so-called "soft-measures" such as communications or
the open method of coordination do not involve stakeholder
consultations. This would consequently exclude local and
regional government from contributing.

TOWN TWINNING: THE EUROPEAN IDEAL AT THE INDIVIDUAL LEVEL

Town twinning is indissociable from CEMR. With its network 
of twinning officers in over thirty countries, and its unique
experience built over some fifty years, CEMR works closely

with the DG Education and Culture of the European Commission
to promote town twinning as the most effective tool to bring
Europe’s citizens together across national frontiers, to help
build a peaceful united Europe with grassroots support.

2005 started in February with CEMR taking the floor at the
consultative forum on the future action plan for European
active citizenship, in Brussels. The chair of its working 
group on town twinning, Anders Knape made a strong 
statement saying that town-twinning gives European citizens
the chance to meet to discuss important issues of relevance to
their daily lives such as the environment, racism, education...
CEMR secretary general, Jeremy Smith, also addressed the
floor and chaired the workshop on twinning actions as well.
He reiterated CEMR’s firm support to the active European 
citizenship, but warned that twinning must retain its individual
identity within the active European citizenship programme. 
We also call for the new twinning programme not be so
bogged down in the excessive bureaucratic labyrinth that is the
current financial regulations. 

Anders Knape also participated in the “Golden Stars 2005”
awards ceremony, rewarding the best town-twinning achieve-
ments. CEMR was also part of the selection jury.
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CEMR’s working group on town twinning was active in 2005,
holding three meetings (Karlstad in May, London in
September, Paris in December). These meetings aimed mainly
at discussing the implementation of the twinning programme
and preparing new initiatives for the 2007-2013 programme,
following CEMR’s successful lobbying to restore a sensible EU
budget for town twinning.

20TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE EUROPEAN CHARTER

OF LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT

The Council of Europe, the National Association of Portuguese
Municipalities and CEMR co-organised the conference on the
20th anniversary of the European charter of self-
government, in Lisbon on 8 July 2005. Portuguese Prime 
minister José Socrates attended alongside the president of the
Congress of Local and Regional Authorities, Giovanni Di Stasi.
Other speakers included CEMR first vice president Wim
Deetman, CEMR vice-president Louis Le Pensec and CEMR 
secretary general Jeremy Smith. The charter was adopted by
the Council of Europe on 15 October 1985, it derives from the
European charter of municipal liberties adopted by CEMR in
1954. The European charter of local self-government has been
signed by over 40 European states. CEMR was also represented
by its executive president and mayor of Rome, Walter Veltroni,
and by its secretary general, at the Rome conference on the
20th anniversary of the Charter. The conference was organised
by the Italian association of CEMR, AICCRE.

In addition, CEMR president Michael Häupl addressed the 
plenary session of the Congress of Local and Regional
Authorities of Europe (CLRAE) in June in Strabsourg.

LOCAL DEMOCRACY IN SOUTH-EAST EUROPE

Over 150 participants attended CEMR's conference on local
and regional government in south-east Europe, in Vienna,
on 14 and 15 October 2005. They included representatives
from local and regional governments from some 20 countries
and territories, including Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Bulgaria, Croatia, Kosovo, the former Yugoslav republic of
Macedonia, Moldova, Romania, Serbia-Montenegro,... as well
as representatives from the Austrian government, the EU
Commission, the European Parliament, and the Council of
Europe. Participants asked CEMR to take any initiative aiming
at developing relations and exchanges of experience with the

local governments association of south-east Europe, and to
organise a second similar meeting in Europe within 12 to 18
months, and that smaller, thematic workshops, still aimed at
local governments, will be held in the region. The conference
was co-organised with the Austrian association of cities.

What is local democracy without the financial means to 
implement it? This was the lingering question behind CEMR’s
seminar on financing local governments, in July, Stuttgart.
Representatives from towns and municipalities from 12 
countries agreed that CEMR should launch a campaign to
improve their financing.

LOCAL AND REGIONAL DEMOCRACY

In a formal message to the summit of the heads of 
governments of the Council of Europe, in May in Wroclaw,
CEMR called for the formal adoption of a European charter of
regional self-government. CEMR feels it would complement
the Council of Europe’s successful charter of local self-
government (see above). Moreover, CEMR was represented at
the Council of Europe’s conference of ministers responsible for
local and regional government (February, Budapest).
Their action plan was discussed at CEMR’s policy committee
meeting, in Lublin in May.

CEMR also produced a publication on local and regional
structures in Europe. The publication provides a snapshot 
of the electoral systems, mandates and competences at local
and regional level in over thirty European states.

CEMR’s LOGON network came to an end with its final con-
ference in Warsaw in April 2005. LOGON was founded within
CEMR in 1998; its main aim was to help municipalities from
candidate countries prepare for EU accession. At the 
closing conference, CEMR secretary general thanked the
organisers, in particular the Austrian Association of Cities for
its consistent work in ensuring the success of LOGON.
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In 2005, the European Commission published
its conclusions on the outcome of the consul-
tation on the Green Paper on public-private
partnerships (PPPs), and its proposal for a
directive on services in the internal market
was vigorously debated in the European
Parliament. These issues were of the utmost
importance for CEMR since they will have a
profound impact on public services at local
and regional levels for years to come.

In its response to the European Commission’s White Paper 
on services of general interest, CEMR called for a broad
political debate about the future role of public services in
Europe with local and regional governments as key partners.
The response also underlined the importance of a clearer 
distinction between services of general economic interest
(SGEIs) and services of general interest (SGIs), since this 
borderline determines which services fall within the scope of
the EU Treaty, in particular the rules on competition.

The Policy Committee, in December, approved CEMR’s position
paper on the Commission’s proposal for a directive on 

services in the Internal Market. CEMR expressed its 
members’ concern that the directive may have a negative
impact on services of general economic interest (SGEIs) and
advocated for the exclusion of SGEIs from the scope of the
directive or from the application of the country of origin 
principle. This principle raised some general concerns among
our members, which feared that national environmental or
social standards of services could be affected. CEMR also
advocated the exemption of the social and health sector.
CEMR actively lobbied MEPs prior to the main committee 
meeting on 22 November.

Also important to CEMR’s members were the Commission’s
proposals in relation to state aids and public service 
compensation. The main issues at stake were: which services
would be excluded from the duty to report such payments,
and below what financial ceiling local governments would be
exempted (above the threshold, the compensation needs the
Commission’s approval), and to exempt purely social public
services from the notification requirement. The Commission
agreed with CEMR’s proposal that up to €30m compensation
per year and per undertaking, there would be no obligation to
report. Thanks to this, most of Europe’s municipalities and
regions will be spared an unnecessary administrative burden.

Public Services
and procurement][
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In April CEMR organised a joint seminar on the future of
public services in Europe, in cooperation with CEEP
(European Centre of Enterprises with Public Participation and
Enterprises of General Economic Interest), to discuss joined
positions and lobbying activities.

In September, over 80 delegates attended CEMR’s seminar on
intercommunal cooperation. At issue was the impact of
European law on cooperation between municipalities. Prior to
the seminar, the Council of European Municipalities and
Regions conducted a survey amongst its members. The results,
presented at the seminar, show that intercommunal coopera-
tion exists in various forms and shapes in every European
country. In every country that responded to the survey,
the creation of intercommunal cooperation is not subject to
tendering procedures, and equally, in almost none of these
countries is the participation of private shareholders subject 
to tendering procedures.

THE EUROPEAN COURT OF JUSTICE

TURNS ITS HEAD TOWARDS PUBLIC SERVICES

In 2005, the European Court of Justice delivered some impor-
tant decisions on the provision of public services. These have
caused some concerns among local and regional government.

In January in the Stadt Halle case, the Court held that the
presence of any private share-holding in a public company
means that the EU competition rules must apply, however
small that private holding. This would prevent local and
regional governments from allocating a task to a company it
almost fully controls without publishing a call for tenders.
CEMR strongly criticized the Court of Justice's decision as an
unbalanced prioritisation of the market over local democracy
and self-government, and referred to the earlier jurisprudence
in the ‘Teckal’ case. There the ECJ had clarified that the
European tendering requirements do not apply to a local 
government which assigns a task to a company it has set up,
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provided that it controls the company in a manner that is
similar to the control it exercises over its own departments,

and that the company carries out the large majority of its work
for the local government in question.

In a relatively similar case (Coname v. Comune di Cingia de’
Botti), in July, the European Court of Justice held that even
though the public procurement directives did not apply to this
case (the award of a concession), a municipality cannot simply
award a local task to a company which it and other local
authorities own if this company is partially "open to private
capital”. CEMR expressed serious concern at the ruling, and
stated that the decision is not based on the fact that a 
percentage of a public company’s shares are actually owned
by a private undertaking, but on the fact that a private 
company might one day own some of these shares.

Lastly, the Council of European Municipalities and Regions
(CEMR) vigorously condemned the European Court of Justice's
decision in the Parking Brixen case, in October. Again, the
case was about a municipality having awarded a contract to a
company it owned (in this case 100%) without tendering.
The European Court argued that the company enjoyed a high
degree of independence, meaning that the municipality does
not exercise a control similar to that it exercises over its own
departments. Therefore, said the Court, failing to issue a call
for tenders is not compatible with Community law.

We are witnessing an ongoing process of de facto legislation by
decisions of an unelected court, outside the democratic control
of the European Parliament and the Council of Ministers, said
CEMR secretary general Jeremy Smith. The Parking Brixen case
represents another worrying line of recent European Court of
Justice decisions which is chiseling away our municipalities’
right to decide how best to deliver services in their respective
areas and to their respective citizens. 

As a result of these rulings, at its meeting in September,
the working group on public services and procurement agreed
to establish a sub-working group on legal affairs to better
monitor the ECJ’s jurisprudence, to inform CEMR’s members
and raise their awareness, to discuss the impact of the ECJ’s
decisions on local and regional government and to propose
actions. A first meeting of this sub-working group took place
in December.
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2005 was a busy year in environmental
policy with the finalisation by the European
Commission of various thematic strategies.
CEMR was particularly involved with the
waste, air and urban environment strategies,
responded to public consultations on flood
and soil, and actively lobbied the Parliament
on individual directives.

Energy issues have continued to gain impor-
tance for the EU as well as for local and
regional authorities. The European
Commission presented its green paper on
energy efficiency and the European
Parliament voted on the directive on energy
end-use efficiency and energy services.
CEMR’s Network on energy issues was 

actively involved in the discussion and 
preparation of respective policy papers as
well as contributing to the preparation of 
a guide on sustainable energy and climate
protection. 

THE ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Throughout 2005, we actively helped prepare the thematic
strategy on the urban environment: CEMR participated in
the expert group and different working groups of DG
Environment; we reiterated our opposition to mandatory 
management plans for cities, and promoted a voluntary
approach, as well as guidance and financial support.

The thematic strategy on waste prevention and recycling
will introduce significant changes to EU waste policy, and have
an impact on local and regional authorities. During the
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preparatory phase, CEMR provided input to DG Environment,
participated in meetings and the stakeholder consultation.
On 21 December 2005, the European Commission adopted the
thematic strategy; CEMR welcomed the strategy but questions
important issues such as the new “end of waste” criteria and
the role of the life cycle approach.

We strongly lobbied MEPs at the second reading of the 
proposal for the batteries directive in the European
Parliament. CEMR called for high collection targets for 
discarded batteries, extended producer responsibility and a full
cadmium ban. The outcome of the vote was mixed: we 
welcomed the extension of producer responsibility and the
requirement for producers to finance not only collection and
recycling, but also public information campaigns; however 
we were disappointed that the Parliament adopted lower 
collection targets and a limited cadmium ban.

CEMR was also strongly represented at the conference on 
the exchanges between municipalities and regions of Europe:
the driving force behind sustainable development organised by
the Association of the city and the communes of the Brussels
region, on 23 and 24 June 2005 in Brussels. The conference
addressed issues such as the promotion of local employment,
good practice in environment and health, equal opportunities...
CEMR speakers included Jeremy Smith, CEMR Secretary 
general; Franco Punzi, vice President of the Italian section of
CEMR; Mathias Schulze-Böing, Chair of CEMR working group
on Employment and social affairs, and Vicenta Bosch Palanca,
Chair of CEMR's Committee of Women elected representatives
of local and regional authorities.

CEMR and its members participated in the Committee of 
the Regions’ survey on the implementation of the landfill
directive at regional and local level. The aim was to find 
out the problems, benefits and financial repercussions linked
with the implementation of the directive. As a follow up 
of the survey, a round table was organised, where CEMR 
participated and made a statement on the implementation of
the directive as seen by its members.

The European Commission adopted the thematic strategy
on air pollution in September. CEMR provided input to DG
Environment via its expert that participated in all “CAFE”
(Clean air for Europe) steering group meetings, and comments
prepared by the working group on environment.

We successfully lobbied the European Parliament’s second
reading on the bathing water directive. CEMR broadly 
supported the Council’s common position but insisted on the
need to exclude recreational waters from the scope of the
directive. The vote result in the Parliament was quite positive
for CEMR: recreational waters were not included in the scope
of the directive.

CEMR participated in the European Commission’s expert
group, which assists DG Environment to develop a European
action programme on flood risk management. The group
discussed issues of research, financing and, in the context of 
a prospective directive, flood risk prevention. The directive 
proposal will require member states to draw up flood risk
maps and flood management plans, but the level of protection
and the choice of measures will be left to their discretion.
CEMR generally welcomed the flood action programme, but
stressed the importance of local and regional decision-making
and the need to adequately finance flood prevention 
measures.

In December, CEMR participated in the drafting of the 
declaration of cities, which was presented at the Barcelona
ministerial conference to launch a new Commission’s initiative
to de-pollute the Mediterranean Sea by 2020. In the 
declaration, the cities and local authorities supported the 
initiative, and stated that environmental protection should not
be an isolated policy but integrated across all the policy areas
of the Barcelona Process (the Euro-Mediterranean
Partnership).

CEMR increased its activities on climate change in 2005.
At the beginning of the year we signed a common manifesto
to the G8 and the EU, which calls to strengthen the global fight
against climate change and stresses the contributions local
and regional authorities can make. CEMR participated in the
first thematic structured dialogue meeting with Environment
Commissioner Dimas, dedicated to climate change, and
attended the conference for the launch of the review of the
European Climate Change Programme. As a follow up of 
the conference, CEMR succeeded in being represented in the
Commission’s expert working groups set up for the review.

We responded to the Commission’s public consultation on 
the thematic strategy on soil protection. The foreseen
framework directive is likely to include an obligation for
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Member States to clean up contaminated sites, which will
have an impact on concerned regional and local authorities.

On the European Commission’s proposal for a directive on
harmonisation of spatial data and spatial data systems
(INSPIRE), CEMR lobbied the European Parliament, stressing
our concern that local and regional authorities that sell data
may lose some income, since the draft directive proposes that
the data is made available free of charge. The legislative
process is likely to be complete by Summer 2006.

CEMR participated actively in the European Sustainable
Cities and Towns Campaign and published the Aalborg
Commitments brochure to publicise the initiative.
The Aalborg Commitments were also highlighted in the 
lobbying activities for the Thematic Strategy on the Urban
Environment, including the CEMR ad hoc meeting organised
on the subject on 11th of April. By November, more than 280
local authorities had signed the Commitments.

CEMR also started a new project - networking with EMAS
for sustainable development (NEST). The NEST project
will simplify EMAS (EU Eco-Management and Audit Scheme) 
in order to help small local authorities to implement 
environmental management systems. The project will 
introduce EMAS to a network of 10 local government partners.
It focuses on building capacities in local governments and 
on learning from others through a series of best practice
examples from across Europe, and a step-by-step approach on
how to put these into practice.

ENERGY

CEMR lobbied the first and second reading in the European
Parliament on the directive on energy end-use efficiency
and energy services. Our position consisted in a general 
support of the objectives and the main elements of the 
directive, including a binding national annual saving target of
1% per year on total energy use on a period of 6 years;
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promotion of a market for energy efficient services;
non-binding possibility to use public procurement to promote
energy efficiency; and improved metering and consumer 
information. CEMR did not support the binding higher target
(1.5%) for the public sector, but advocated higher targets on a
voluntary basis. The agreement between the Parliament and
the Council was welcome by CEMR.

In June, the European Commission published a green paper
on energy efficiency. As a first reaction, CEMR wrote to the
Commissioner in charge of energy, Andris Piebalgs, to raise
its concern that the role of local and regional authorities was
not enough taken into account. In return, Mr Piebalgs invited
CEMR secretary general Jeremy Smith together with a small
delegation, on 17 October 2005, to discuss these issues.
He stressed that local and regional authorities are key actors
for implementing energy efficiency measures. CEMR prepared a
draft response and participated in a joint response of local
authorities’ network to the green paper. In November, the 
coordinator of CEMR’s working group on energy issues,
Volker Kienzlen, discussed CEMR's position on the Green Paper

in an interview on the Commission's ManagEnergy website.
In the interview he stated that municipalities play a key role in
the field of energy efficiency and they will have to make a big
effort in order to meet the green paper objective of diminishing
the Union's energy consumption by 20% by 2020.

CEMR promotes the European DisplayTM Campaign, which
encourages local governments to publicly display the 
energy and environmental performances of their buildings,
using the same energy label as for household appliances.
The Display™ Campaign helps local authorities to anticipate
the transposition of the European Buildings Directive.
The first Display award for best communication campaigns 
by municipalities in the field of energy efficiency has been
launched.

In December, CEMR also decided to co-organise the 2006
Towards Class A award for the best communication 
campaigns by municipalities in the field of energy efficiency.
The Towards Class A award is part of the European Display
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campaign to raise awareness of the need for energy efficiency
in public buildings. The award is open to local governments
that have joined the Display campaign.

CEMR, in partnership with Energie-Cités and Climate Alliance,
started preparing a Guide for sustainable energy and 
climate protection. The guide contains ideas, measures and
good practice examples to help local and regional governments
develop and implement actions for sustainable energy policies.
The guide will be published in 2006.

CEMR participated in the launch by the European Commission
of the Sustainable Energy Europe initiative and applied to
become a partner in 2006. It is a new campaign that aims 
to add a European profile to existing actions on sustainable
energy at the national or local and regional levels.

Finally, in November, CEMR secretary general Jeremy Smith
took part in a round table discussion in Brussels on street 
lighting. Speakers included representatives from the lighting
industry and local government. Jeremy Smith suggested that
more needs to be done to win political and management 
support at senior level for energy-saving investments:
It is crucial to demonstrate that the payback period – counting
the investment and running costs together – was a good one
for the local government. CEMR is ready to publicize clear 
benefits in modern lighting and other low energy appliances.
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2005 was a key year for cohesion and terri-
torial policy in the EU. Preparations for the
next round of structural funds, cohesion and
rural development programmes were at the
heart of activities both in Brussels and
beyond. CEMR not only monitored the 
formulation of the legal framework and 
the programme architecture but also the
underpinning European policy principles.
Equally important in 2005 was the revision
of the Regional Aid Guidelines, which
govern the conditions when regional state
aid is permissible. Finally, 2005 witnessed the
tough negotiations between member states
on the future European budget (2007-2013),
which finally led to an agreement in
December 2005.

In the field of transport, the European
Commission adopted a new regulation 
proposal on the financing of public
transport. This, as well as several other
transport current issues, revived the 
activities of the CEMR working group on
Transport that met in November. 

COHESION AND TERRITORIAL POLICY

CEMR adopted three individual positions on the future 
cohesion and rural development programmes (on the
General Provisions governing the structural funds, on the
European Regional Development Fund, and on the European
Agricultural Fund for Rural Development). CEMR’s lobby 
activities were driven by a belief in an effective, ambitious and
fully funded pan-European cohesion policy that promotes a
balanced development of Europe’s regions, cities and 
localities. CEMR insisted that rural development should be
seen in context of regional policy and should focus on 
measures supporting the diversification of rural areas.
Furthermore, CEMR promoted a wide involvement of local
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actors in all phases of the new programming period, from
strategic planning to implementation and evaluation. Another
element of CEMR’s position was the importance of a fully
funded cooperation objective, available to all regions and 
covering the three dimensions of cooperation (cross-border,
transnational and interregional).

CEMR also contributed to the European Commission’s 
consultation on the draft Community strategic guidelines
on cohesion. The guidelines are the first step in the 
programming phase for the structural and cohesion fund.
They serve as the basis for the national strategic reference
frameworks, which in turn will determine the priorities set out
in the Structural Funds programmes. In its contribution CEMR
criticises the lack of recognition of the important contribution
local and regional actors make to Europe’s growth and
competitiveness and stresses the need of full involvement of

local and regional actors in the preparations of the next 
programmes. Other important elements of CEMR’s contribu-
tion include an emphasis on rural and urban development
measures, the importance of territorial cooperation and the
need to balance the three pillars of the Lisbon strategy, i.e.
economic, social and environmental.

After the failure of the June summit to reach an agreement on
the financial perspective for the period of 2007 – 2013,
CEMR’s Executive Bureau issued a declaration in July 
highlighting the urgency to act. In October, CEMR President
Häupl and the co-chairs of CEMR’s policy forum on cohesion,
Louis Le Pensec and Chris White, wrote to Prime Minister Tony
Blair as president of the European Council to express their 
concerns that the heads of states and governments may not
come to a decision in 2005. This would have had a very 
negative impact especially on local and regional governments
and their preparations for the new programming phase of the
structural funds.

CEMR contributed to the consultation on the state aid
action plan, focusing on the revision of the regional state aid
guidelines. CEMR subsequently succeeded in tabling two
amendments in the European Parliament report on regional
aid. One of CEMR’s main concern was to ensure that national
governments consult local and regional authorities in defining
which regions to include in the so-called ‘regional aid maps’,
depicting regions eligible for state aid. A second point of
importance was to ensure that the new regional aid guidelines
contained adequate transitional arrangements to avoid
unwanted negative economic effects in those regions that are
no longer eligible for state aid. The regional state aid guide-
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lines adopted in December 2005 contained important
improvements from a regional and local perspective, including
for example the introduction of transitional arrangements.

TRANSPORT

In July, the European Commission presented a new proposal
for a regulation on public passenger transport services by
rail and road, which provides a new legal framework for the
organisation and financing of public transport services.
The Commission recognises public passenger transport to be a
service of general interest and that the competent authority
should be free to choose their public transport operators freely
within the legal EU framework. CEMR prepared a draft 
position paper that was discussed at the meetings of its 
working groups on public services and on transport. CEMR
also organised a seminar (Brussels, November) on the 
organisation and financing of local public transport in the EU.
Over 80 participants from 21 countries attended. Its main 
purpose was to exchange best practices and to discuss the
draft regulation on public passenger transport services.

CEMR lobbied MEPs at the second reading of the European
Parliament of the “Eurovignette” directive, which aims to
establish a Community framework to align national systems 
of tolls and road use charges (for heavy vehicles using the 
Trans-European road Network) on common principles.
There are potential implications for local authorities, e.g. the
impact of the EU law on local charging systems and 
the potential diversion of traffic to other roads. CEMR lobbied
the members of the European Parliament, insisting on the
need to preserve the freedom of local authorities to set up
their own road pricing schemes and stressing that external
costs (impact on the environment, health…) must be taken
into account in transport policies and pricing. An agreement
between the Parliament and the Council of Ministers allowed
for the adoption of a final text, by which the scope of the 
directive is extended to all vehicles above 3.5 tonnes, as 
advocated by CEMR, and preserving the freedom of local
authorities.

In the second half of 2005, the European Commission
launched a public consultation with the view to update the
White Paper on Transport. In its response, CEMR questioned
whether EU transport policy does not put too much emphasis
on the liberalisation of the sector as an instrument to improve
transport services. CEMR recognised mobility as an important
factor of competitiveness but underlined that the aim to
decouple, if not all transport growth, but at least road 
transport growth from economic growth should be 
maintained.

In February, CEMR’s publication on sustainable mobility
at local level came out. The publication consists of the text 
of the sustainable mobility manifesto adopted at the meeting
of CEMR's transport committee, in Bologna in October 2004,
and various study cases based on European municipalities.

2005 also saw CEMR become a partner in the NICHES 
project (New and Innovative Concepts for Helping European
transport Sustainability), an EU funded project that aims at
helping coordinate research activities in the field of innovative
urban transport concepts, and to help identify and disseminate
examples of innovative transport measures.
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The year 2005 was marked by the mid-term
review of the Lisbon Agenda, the adoption
of a set of new "integrated guidelines 
for growth and jobs", a new social policy
agenda to reinforce the social dimension of
economic growth in the EU; the adoption of
a Green Paper on addressing demographic
changes, and the streamlining of the “open
method of coordination ”of national policies
in the fields of social protection and social
inclusion. CEMR reacted to all these new 
EU initiatives.

EMPLOYMENT ISSUES

2005 marked the second year of operation of the European
Sectoral Social Dialogue Committee on local and regional 
government, which brings together the members of CEMR’s
Employers’ Platform, along with their counterparts from the
European Public Services Union (EPSU). CEMR and EPSU

organised a workshop, in May, on EU employment policies,
during which they discussed the local and regional 
government contribution to strategy for jobs for the 2005-
2008 period. The workshop resulted in the adoption of a joint
statement calling for sufficient resources to local and regional
authorities to enable them to fulfil their dual role as public
employers and service providers. The social partners also asked
the European Commission to facilitate the development 
of local partnerships involving all concerned stakeholders,
as a tool to promote employment and entrepreneurship at the
level closest to citizens.

CEMR and EPSU organised a workshop on strategic human
resource management in local and regional government.
This workshop included presentations of local and regional
strategies and aimed at improving efficiency in the provision
of local and regional public services, while at the same time
improving the skills and working conditions of employees in
the sector.

Both organisations also undertook a joint project on social
dialogue at local and regional government level in the
new Member States and in candidate countries. This project,
backed by the Commission, included a survey providing an
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overview of existing social dialogue structures in local 
and regional government in the 13 countries concerned.
The findings were discussed at a conference in October in
Budapest. This event gathered over 80 delegates.

On the Commission’s proposals on the mid-term review of
the Lisbon Agenda, CEMR sent a message to the European
Council in March, welcoming the decision to re-focus the
Lisbon Agenda to foster employment and economic growth,
but stressing that a balance should be maintained between
the economic, social and environmental dimensions of the
Agenda. CEMR also expressed its view that local and regional
authorities should be invited by their governments to 
participate in the drafting of the National Lisbon Reform
Programmes. CEMR monitored the local and regional 
contribution to the National Reform Programs through regular
exchanges of information within its relevant working groups,
which also served to feed in a survey conducted by the
Committee of the Regions on the same topic.

CEMR’s Employers’ Platform adopted a position on the
European Commission’s communication on the New
Social Agenda for the 2006-2010 period and expressed its
support for the measures heralded by the Commission to 
reinforce the social dimension of economic growth in Europe.
CEMR invited the Commission to consult local and regional
authorities before issuing new initiatives of specific 
importance to public sector employers such as the European
framework for labour law, new standards for health and 
safety at work, harmonised conditions for the grant of 
minimum income schemes and a new optional framework 
for transnational collective bargaining.

CEMR actively lobbied the European Parliament in the vote on
the proposal for a revised European working time directive.
The European Parliament voted against the setting of a 
72-hour time limit for the grant of compensatory rest, and
agreed to extend to 12 months the reference period for 
calculating the average maximum working week, i.e two
amendments that CEMR had supported. On the other hand,
the members of the European Parliament voted in favour of
phasing out the possibility to op-out from the maximum 
48-hour working week and also agreed to include in the 
definition of working time the inactive part of time spent while
on-call. The European Commission however rejected this latter
amendment in the revised proposal for a new Working Time
Directive, which it submitted to the Council of Ministers in June.

SOCIAL POLICY

CEMR responded to the Commission’s Green Paper on 
confronting demographic changes in the EU. CEMR
explained the expected impact of the ageing of populations on
local and regional government activities, particularly in the
areas of health and social care, transport, education, housing
and spatial planning. CEMR was opposed to new measures at
European level, and called instead for a better convergence
between existing EU policies to promote employment and 
economic and social cohesion. In order to provide a basis for
its further contribution to the debate at European level, CEMR
commissioned an external study, which looks at the impact of
demographic changes on municipalities of different sizes and
spatial location in four countries (Germany, Finland, Spain and
the Czech Republic). The study more specifically focuses on
five specific areas of municipal remit, namely: social services,
spatial planning, employment/social inclusion policies, local
community activities and general administration services.

>1 The future of Europe >2 Public services and procurement    >3 The environment, sustainable development, energy  >4 Regional policy and transport

>5 Employment, social policy, gender equality >6 Information society & e-government         >7 CEMR and world issues



2120

CEMR was also involved in the “Build for All” project that
aims at improving accessibility of public buildings and 
infrastructure to people with disabilities, by encouraging the
use of accessibility criteria in public calls for tender.
The project partners have developed a toolkit and training
pack targeted at practitioners in the public procurement
departments, as well as to users’ organisations and 
professional stakeholders.

CEMR also joined forces with partners on the mainstreaming
disabilities project. It aims at mainstreaming disability in
local and regional policies. In the framework of the project,
action plans were developed in nine selected countries,
with the participation of representatives from disability 
organisations and relevant public authorities. These plans will
be discussed in the frame of national seminars, which will be
organised throughout the year 2006 and will be followed by a
two-day major European conference in Brussels to present the
outcome of the project.

CEMR contributed to the evaluation and streamlining of the
Open Method of Coordination in the fields of social
inclusion and social protection. In our response we called
for the development of local benchmarking indicators and
action plans on social inclusion to allow more decentralised
measures at national level. We also suggested that the
National Action Plans on social inclusion and social protection
include in the future more information on the financial means
attributed to the local and regional levels to attain the 
common EU objectives. CEMR also recalled the importance of
monitoring the process at European level, with the aim of 
ultimately feeding local experiences into European strategies
in the social policy field.

GENDER EQUALITY

CEMR’s project A European Town for Equality was 
completed in February, with the final conference in Brussels.
Some 200 participants from over 20 countries attended.
CEMR’s publication ‘The Town for Equality” came out shortly
after the final conference; printed in five languages, it contains
a methodology for cities to implement equality policies and
examples of best practices.

This was followed by the launch of another project, aiming at
creating a European charter on equality of women and
men in local life. The opening seminar took place in Bilbao in
June. The second seminar was held in Limassol, Cyprus,
in November. Participants from all over Europe discussed the
content of the future Charter. Developing the outcomes of the
project “The Town for Equality”, the goal of the Charter is to
encourage local and regional governments to make a political
commitment to equality.

In February, CEMR published the findings of its survey on
women’s participation in local and regional politics.
The findings showed that, though some countries fare better
than others, in all European countries there is still a minority
of women elected in local assemblies.
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With the re-launch of the Lisbon
Strategy in March 2005, the creation
of a competitive yet inclusive
European information society has
been reconfirmed as a top EU-level
political priority for the years to come.
For CEMR a highlight of 2005 was 
the EISCO conference (European
Information Society Conference) in
June, where the Local Agenda i2010
was adopted. 

Local Agenda i2010 forms the basis of
CEMR’s and ELANET’s future policy
work in the area of information society. 

CEMR lobbied members of the Parliament on the
Commission’s proposal for a directive on the patentability
of computer-implemented inventions. We highlighted 
the concerns of some of members that the directive could 
lead to increased legal uncertainty for many municipalities 
and regions that use open source software. The European
Parliament voted against the report and rejected the common
position of the Council.

CEMR and its network ELANET (European Local Authorities’
telematic Network) in cooperation with the Malopolska region
in Poland organised the fifth EISCO conference in June 2005.
About 350 delegates from 23 European countries met in
Cracow to exchange ideas and experiences in the field of ICT.
Perhaps the most important outcome of the conference 
was the adoption of the Cracow declaration on the Local
Agenda i2010 and the promotion of digital solidarity.
Local Agenda i2010 is a strategic document that sets ten goals
for local and regional authorities to contribute to the EU 
strategy for the sector.
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CEMR and ELANET were also represented at the Bilbao
Summit of Cities and Local Authorities on Information Society
on 9-11 November, where Local Agenda i2010 was presented.

In October 2005, the PRELUDE Challenge in collaboration with
ELANET and supported by the CEMR organised a conference
on Public-Private Partnerships in the Regions Building
the European Research Area. Some 100 local and regional
politicians, decision-makers, academics and others discussed
how to strengthen the role of regions and municipalities in 
furthering research within the 7th Framework Programme on
Research and Technological Development.

2005 also saw the preparations of the next EU Action Plan on
eGovernment to be adopted in 2006. The European
Commission undertook a number of stakeholder consultations
where CEMR and ELANET were invited to present their views.

Another opportunity to highlight the need to strengthen the
mechanisms of delivering eGovernment at the local and
regional level was the third Ministerial conference on
eGovernment, in Manchester on 24/ 25 November. CEMR
participated in a workshop session, represented by Kari
Nenonen, mayor of the city of Oulu in Finland. CEMR stressed
that local and regional authorities have an important role in
the development of eGovernment, a large proportion of
eGovernment services being delivered locally. Mr Nenonen
highlighted that a number of hurdles prevent local and 
regional governments from playing their catalyst role in 
creating the information society, he stressed that a more
proactive, wide diffusion of good practice across our regions
and municipalities is needed.
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2005 was the first full year in the life of United
Cities and Local Governments (UCLG), with
CEMR as its European regional section. One of
the key issues for the year was to mobilise local
governments in support of the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs).

CEMR first-vice president, Wim Deetman, and CEMR German
Vice-President, Wolfgang Schuster, took part in the UCLG 
delegation to New York in September, for the meeting with
UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan and the new Chairman of
the General Assembly, Jan Eliasson.The meeting had two aims:
First, to explain that local government worldwide backs the
MDGs - and without local governments, the MDGs cannot 
be achieved. Second, to seek a closer cooperation between
the United Nations and local government. Both responded
positively, and Kofi Annan confirmed that, for him, the role of
cities and local governments was very important. The meeting
took place just a few days ahead of the World Summit.
To coincide with the summit on 14 - 16 September, many
European cities raised a banner over their town hall, as part 
of the UCLG campaign, backed by CEMR, to raise public
awareness and call for international action.

Prior to the New York meeting, CEMR’s Executive Bureau
adopted the UCLG Declaration on the implementation of the
Millennium Development Goals, at its meeting in Stuttgart,
in July, and encouraged its members to do likewise. The Policy
Committee, in Vienna, in December, followed up this work,
with Ms Marina Ponti of the Millennium Campaign giving
members more detailed information.

CEMR members have been active in other UCLG meetings and
issues, including participation in the World Council meeting 
in Beijing. Wim Deetman was elected Chair of the committee
on city diplomacy, Alan Lloyd (UK) of the local democracy 
committee, and Gerard Collomb (F) of the decentralised 
co-operation committee.

CEMR also contributed to UCLG’s work to set up a Global
Observatory on Local Democracy, including the idea of a three-
yearly report on the state of local government and democracy
across the world, and providing information on relevant
European websites as part of the global web portal.

In January, CEMR and several of its member associations took
part in a UCLG meeting in Paris (hosted by UCLG President,
Bertrand Delanöe) to co-ordinate local government work in
support of the victims of the Asian Tsunami.
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EU NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICY

CEMR's policy committee, at its meeting in Lublin (Poland) in
May, held a debate on the Union's new borders and 
neighbourhood policy following the latest enlargement.
The Policy Committee's members agreed that it is important 
to carry on assisting local and regional governments from
countries neighbouring the EU, such as the Ukraine, in 
preparation for possible future membership of the European
Union. Mutual trust and cooperation can sometimes be best
created at the local level, said CEMR's president Michael Häupl
while reminding the floor that the EU's neighbouring countries
are still divided between candidate countries and others.
Speakers also included Jan Olbrycht (Member of the European
Parliament, Poland), CEMR Executive President Oldrich Vlasak
(also MEP, Czech Republic), and the Mayor of Lublin, Andrzej
Pruszkowski. The policy committee also decided to establish a
CEMR committee on world affairs, in particular to co-ordinate
European work within UCLG.

In October in Vienna, CEMR organised its first major 
conference for the associations of local and regional 
government in south-east Europe. More information on this
conference is included in chapter 1 above.

INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT POLICY

CEMR responded in March to the Commission’s consultation
on the future of EU development policy, published in
January. In its response, CEMR called for a stronger role and
more explicit reference to local government in international
development policy, stressing the importance of the role of
local government in combating poverty, and of good 
governance as a development tool. In particular, CEMR 
underlined the importance of an explicit reference to local
government alongside, but distinct from, other non-state
actors.
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In addition, in November CEMR responded to another 
consultation by DG Development, this time on the
Commission's proposals to launch a thematic programme
for non-state actors and local authorities. This response
strongly supported the idea of a programme that included
local authorities, given the growing importance of local 
government partnerships for international development.

CEMR’s North South cooperation network met in April, in
Brussels. It also produced a publication on the action of
Europe’s local governments in North-South cooperation.
The publication consists mainly of a survey conducted by
CEMR within its members (national associations of local and
regional governments) on the actions of Europe's local 
governments in the field of development policy.

On 12 September 2005, for the first time CEMR received a 
delegation from the Chinese association of mayors in
Brussels. The delegation was led by the president of the
Chinese Association of Mayors and Chinese Minister of
Construction, Wang Guangtao; the aim of the visit was to
explore the possibilities of future cooperation with the Council
of European Municipalities and Regions, focusing on 
sustainable urban development.

Louis Le Pensec, Vice President of CEMR, attended
the international Turkish world local government
conference, on 29 January 2005 in Istanbul; the main aim 
of the trip was to reinforce relations between CEMR and
Turkish municipalities.

In March, CEMR secretary general Jeremy Smith was one
of the key speakers at the seminar Youth against racism, 
anti-semitism and xenophobia, organised by the Union of Local
Authorities in Israel, in Eilat.
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The Council of European Municipalities and Regions (CEMR)

is a non-profit association. It is the broadest association of

local and regional government in Europe. Its members are

national associations of local and regional governments

from over thirty European countries.

The main aim of CEMR is to promote a strong, united Europe

based on local and regional self-government and democracy;

a Europe in which decisions are taken as closely as possible to

its citizens, in line with the principle of subsidiarity.

CEMR'S ACTIVITIES

Influencing European legislation

EU legislation - in fields such as the environment, public 

procurement, structural funds, state aids and competition law -

has a huge impact on local and regional government across

Europe. Influencing European laws is thus one of CEMR’s key

activities. Working closely with its national associations, CEMR

draws up policy positions, which form the basis of responses to

the European Commission, especially through its dialogue and

consultation processes, and for lobbying the Parliament and the

Council of Ministers, e.g. via specific amendments.

Shaping the future of Europe

CEMR works for a Europe that respects the principle of 

subsidiarity and local and regional self-governance, a Europe

in which all spheres of government (local, regional, national,

EU) work together as partners. CEMR has campaigned for 

a European Constitution that recognizes the role of 

municipalities, towns and regions; it has also helped local 

and regional governments from new EU member states to 

prepare for accession to the EU.

Exchanging information and experience 

Taken together, localities and regions constitute a well of 

experience in their domains of competences (social welfare,

economic development, environment, transport…).

CEMR’s role is to facilitate the flow of information on these

experiences, to spread ideas and skills to all its members.

To achieve this, CEMR organises working groups, seminars and 

conferences that enable its members to meet and discuss 

their concerns and ideas.

Supporting town twinning

CEMR has created the concept of European town twinning,

which stems from the idea that a peaceful and successful

Europe can be best built at its base, by its citizens. Today, there

are over 30,000 town twinnings across Europe, and support

for this unique movement remains one of CEMR’s priorities –

in particular, by co-coordinating the work of twinning officers.

CEMR works closely with the European Commission

(DG Culture and Education) and the Parliament to ensure

necessary financial and policy support for the twinning 

movement.

Strengthening local 

and regional government in the world

CEMR is the European section of the world organisation 

of towns and municipalities, United Cities and Local

Governments (UCLG). Within UCLG, the Council of European

Municipalities and Regions promotes democracy, local 

self-government and exchange of experience across the world.

It also promotes North-South co-operation and capacity 

building.
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in a nutshell

][



JANUARY

12      Brussels
12 Brussels : « Human resources » working
group of the European Sectoral Social
Dialogue Committee on local and regional
government

FEBRUARY

5-7     Bratislava
LOGON working group 

7-8     Brussels
Final conference of CEMR’s project 
“the town for equality”

MARCH

1      Brussels
Employers’ Platform

2      Brussels
Steering group of the European Sectoral Social
Dialogue Committee on local and regional
government

3-4   Innsbruck
Meeting of Secretaries generals and directors

11    Hanover
Policy group on information society 
and e-government

APRIL

6        Brussels
CEMR-CEEP seminar on the future of public
services in Europe

7        Brussels
Working group on public services and 
procurement

11      Brussels
working group on town twinning meeting
with European Commission

11      Brussels
Working group on thematic strategy 
on urban environment

12      Brussels
Working group on the environment

13      Brussels
Network on energy issues

15      Paris
Working group on the European Charter on
men and women equality in local life

21      Brussels
North/South cooperation network

25-26 Warsaw
LOGON working group

MAY

8-9     Lublin
Policy Committee

18      Brussels
Employers’ Platform

19      Brussels
Employment working group of the Sectoral
Social Dialogue Committee on local and
regional government

19      Brussels
Workshop on EU Employment policies 
(with EPSU)

20     Brussels
Employment and social policy working group

23-24 Karlstad
Town twinning working group

31      Strasbourg
South-East Europe working group

JUNE

2-5     Krakow
Information society conference (EISCO) 
with ELANET

10-11 Bilbao
CEMR’s project on the European charter
of men and women equality in local life

JULY

4        Stuttgart
Conference on local and regional finances

4        Stuttgart
Executive Bureau

5        Brussels
ad-hoc working group on waste

SEPTEMBER

20      Brussels
Employers’ Platform

20      Brussels
Steering group on European sectoral 
dialogue committee

21-22 London
Town twinning coordinators

22-23 London
Secretaries generals and directors

28      Brussels
Working group on public services 
and procurement

29      Brussels
CEMR seminar on intercommunal 
cooperation

OCTOBER

11      Brussels
Working group on cohesion policy

14      Brussels
Conference on social dialogue in local and
regional government in the new member
States and in candidate countries, with EPSU

14-15  Vienna
CEMR’s seminar on local democracy in
South-East Europe

NOVEMBER

4-5     Limassol
CEMR’s project on the European charter of
women’s role in local life

15      Brussels
Plenary meeting of the sectoral dialogue
committee

15      Brussels
Workshop on strategic human resource
management in local and regional 
government (with EPSU)

16      Brussels
Working group on Transport

17      Brussels
Seminar on local public transport

21-22 Vienna
Working group on the environment

DECEMBER

12      Vienna
Policy Committee

15      Brussels
Network on energy issues

19      Paris
Working group on town twinning

meetings in 2005
CEMR's ][



Secretary General

Jeremy Smith
Mail : myriam.lambert@ccre-cemr.org (P.A. to the secretary general)
Phone : + 32 2 500 05 32

Director of Administration and Finance

Dominique Arrestat
Mail : dominique.arrestat@ccre.org
Phone : + 33 1 44 50 59 59

Director of the Cabinet of the Secretary General

Christophe Chaillou
Mail : christophe.chaillou@ccre.org
Phone : + 33 1 44 50 59 59

Head of Policy

Angelika Poth-Mögele
Mail : angelika.poth-moegele@ccre-cemr.org
Phone : + 32 2 500 05 40

Head of Press and Communication

Patrizio Fiorilli
Mail : patrizio.fiorilli@ccre-cemr.org
Phone : + 32 2 500 05 34

Policy Officer (Employment and social affairs, employers' Platform)

Asli Ozceri
Mail : asli.ozceri@ccre-cemr.org
Phone : + 32 2 500 05 36

Policy Officer (Twinning, women elected, decentralised cooperation)

Sandra Ceciarini
Mail : sandra.ceciarini@ccre.org
Phone : + 33 1 44 50 59 59

Policy Officer (Environment, transport, energy)

Sylvain Chevassus
Mail : sylvain.chevassus@ccre-cemr.org
Phone : + 32 2 500 05 35

Policy Officer (Cohesion policy, structural funds, information society, governance)

Birgit Hardt
Mail: birgit.hardt@ccre-cemr.org
Phone : + 32 2 500 05 39

Projects Officer

Pirita Lindholm
Mail : pirita.lindholm@ccre-cemr.org
Phone : + 32 2 500 05 38

Your CEMR
contacts ][
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> CEMR Brussels

Rue d'Arlon, 22

B - 1050 Bruxelles

Tél. : + 32 2 511 74 77   Fax : + 32 2 511 09 49

www.ccre.org

E-mail : cemr@ccre.org

CEMR thanks the European Commission
for its financial support

The Commission is not responsible for any use
that may be made of the information contained therein

CEMR's partner
www.euractiv.com

> CEMR Paris

15 Rue de Richelieu

F - 75 001 Paris

Tel. : + 33 1 44 50 59 59   Fax : + 33 1 44 50 59 60

www.ccre.org

E-mail : cemr@ccre.org
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