
One month of CEMR activities
04-05/04  (Brussels):  Digital  local  agendas act  as  a  means  of  supporting  local 
development and of implementing the digital agenda for Europe (DAE),  while the DAE 
is becoming an increasingly relevant tool for municipalities and regions.  Such were the 
main messages voiced at a conference on “Local Digital Agendas Meet the Digital Agenda 
for Europe”, co-organised by CEMR.  Contact: angelika.poth-moegele@ccre-cemr.org

05/04 (Brussels): CEMR expressed the desire of local and regional governments, their 
representative  associations  and  PLATFORMA  to  back  the  democratic  movement 
underway in the Arab world, during a meeting with Pierre Vimont, secretary general 
of  the  European  External  Action  Service  (EEAS).  Contact:  sandra.ceciarini@ccre-
cemr.org

07/04 (Gdańsk): At the invitation of the Union of the Baltic Cities,  CEMR met with a 
number of Polish local elected and civil  society representatives to discuss its work in 
terms of gender equality and to encourage the signature of the European Charter for 
Equality of Women and Men in Local Life.  Contact: manuella.portier@ccre-cemr.org

07/04  (Brussels):  The  European  Commission  is  currently  defending  a  multi-level 
cohesion policy involving local  and regional  authorities  as much as it  possibly  can, 
declared Janusz Lewandowski, EU budget commissioner, during an interview with CEMR. 
The interview was conducted in the context of the Commission’s proposal for the 2012 
EU budget, presented on 20 April 2011.  Contact: emilie.melvin@ccre-cemr.org

07-08/04 (Belgrade): CEMR reiterated its aim to support its members heading towards 
EU accession and to help gain full recognition for the role local authorities can play in 
this process, at the occasion of a meeting of its member association secretaries general 
and directors.  The upcoming priorities in CEMR’s political work and the organisation of its 
25th General Assembly were also discussed.  Contact: nina.holbrook@ccre-cemr.org

13/04 (Brussels): The European Commission announced the upcoming launch of two new 
financial tools to support municipalities and regions in developing  sustainable energy 
investment projects.  The announcement was made at the occasion of a conference co-
organised  by  the  Covenant  of  Mayors  Office,  of  which  CEMR  is  a  member,  in  the 
framework of  the  European  Sustainable  Energy Week.  Contact:  marie.bullet@ccre-
cemr.org

14/04 (Brussels): Equal opportunities for  migrant elders in Europe are a fundamental 
right  and not a luxury.   Such was the main topic of discussion at the occasion of a 
workshop on active ageing and the empowerment of migrant elders, organised by ELAC,

 of  which  CEMR is  a partner.   Also  discussed was the fact  that  ageing should be 
considered  as  an  achievement  and  not  as  a  burden  to  society.  Contact: 
christina.dziewanska-stringer@ccre-cemr.org
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18/04 (Brussels): The current evaluation of  public procurement directives and of the 
green paper on the modernisation of the EU public procurement policy must lead to a 
reform of the procurement regime as it has become too costly and burdensome in terms 
of  administrative  procedures.   Such  is  CEMR’s  main  message  in  its  reply  to  the 
aforementioned green paper, as it hopes to see the EU policy come back to its original 
objective of ensuring value for money.  Contact: angelika.poth-moegele@ccre-cemr.org

Ongoing activities
The CEMR focus groups on the future of  cohesion policy and on the future of  rural 
development are currently lobbying the European Parliament and European Commission 
so  that  they may  take  into  consideration  the  concerns  voiced  by  local  and  regional 
governments.  These concerns pertain to the future EU budget,  cohesion policy  and 
common  agricultural  policy,  all  of  which  are  presently  being  redefined.  Contact: 
angelika.poth-moegele@ccre-cemr.org

CEMR is  drafting a position  paper on the EU white  paper  on a roadmap to  a single 
European transport area. This white paper notably presents the EU’s transport strategy 
over  the  next  ten  years.  The  Association  of  Dutch  Provinces  (IPO),  one  of  CEMR’s 
member associations, is preparing a first draft.  Contact: marie.bullet@ccre-cemr.org

CEMR is preparing a policy paper on energy,  with a focus on  energy efficiency. This 
position  paper  will  notably  take  a  stand  on  the  main  proposals  put  forward  by  the 
European Commission in its 2011 energy efficiency plan.  A CEMR focus group has been 
created so as to prepare a first draft.  Contact: marie.bullet@ccre-cemr.org

CEMR is drafting a position on social services of general interest (SSGIs), in which it 
argues that local and regional authorities should be able to decide on how to organise 
and monitor these services.  The position is to be sent to members of the European 
Parliament Committee on Employment and Social Affairs, ahead of the vote on SSGIs to 
be held on 25 May 2011. Contact: christina.dziewanska-stringer@ccre-cemr.org

CEMR  has created a focus group on  governing in partnership,  which is  to draft  a 
position paper on the concrete implementation of multilevel governance principles, of the 
partnership principle and of the principle of subsidiarity.  This implementation is to be 
observed in all EU policies and more specifically with regards to the new cohesion policy. 
Contact: boris.tonhauser@ccre-cemr.org
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09/05 (London): Workshop on the implementation of third-party violence guidelines, in 
the  framework  of  the  European  multi-sectoral  social  dialogue  project  on  third-party 
violence.  The workshop is to specifically target the United Kingdom, Ireland, Sweden, 
Denmark,  Finland,  Turkey,  Bulgaria,  the  Netherlands,  Latvia,  Lithuania,  Estonia  and 
Poland.  Contact: christina.dziewanska-stringer@ccre-cemr.org

12/05 (Brussels): Plenary of the  Sectoral Social Dialogue Committee, composed of 
CEMR and the European Federation of Public Service Unions (EPSU). Contact: christin-
a.dziewanska-stringer@ccre-cemr.org

23-24/05 (Frankfurt): Meeting of CLIP, the European network of cities for local integra-
tion policies for migrants.  Contact: christina.dziewanska-stringer@ccre-cemr.org
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26/05 (Brussels): CEMR working group on  environment. Contact: marie.bullet@ccre-
cemr.org

Other events
17-19/05 (Budapest): Final conference of the structured dialogue on the EU development 
policy, in which PLATFORMA has actively participated as the representative of local and 
regional government.  Contact: lucie.guillet@ccre-cemr.org

1 CEMR’s calendar is available on our website: www.ccre.org
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