
One month of CEMR activities
06-07/06  (Stuttgart):  In  today's  world  of  fast-changing  media  and  social  media 
developments, it is vital that children and adolescents learn how to use modern media 
technology responsibly, independently and safely. Such was voiced by Frédéric Vallier, 
CEMR secretary general,  at  the occasion of the Cities  for  Children conference, which 
focused on “media competence” and the impact of media on children in urban areas.

 Contact: christina.dziewanska-stringer@ccre-cemr.org

07/06  (Brussels):  CEMR  has  launched  a  public  consultation  on  citizenship,  whose 
results will allow CEMR to draft a green paper putting forward recommendations for the 
post-2013 programme “Europe for citizens”.  The green paper will be launched at the 
occasion of the European Congress on Citizenship and Twinning.   The deadline for 
submission  of  contributions  is  20  July  2011.  Contact:  manuella.portier@ccre-
cemr.org / sandra.ceciarini@ccre-cemr.org

08/06  (Brussels):  The  new  general  regulation  for  EU  structural  funds  should  incite 
member states to  conclude  formal  partnership agreements with local  and regional 
authorities when it comes to the preparation, implementation, monitoring and evaluation 
of development and investment partnership contracts and of operational programmes. 
Such was voiced by the CEMR focus group on governing in partnership at a meeting with 
Luc  Van  den  Brande,  advisor  to  the  regional  policy  commissioner,  Johannes  Hahn. 
Contact: boris.tonhauser@ccre-cemr.org / alessandro.proia@ccre-cemr.org

15/06  (Brussels): It was recommended that heightened cooperation between migrant 
organisations and local and regional authorities be promoted and established in Europe, 
at the occasion of a meeting organised ahead of the European Integration Forum, to take 
place from 9 to 10 November 2011 in Brussels.  Meeting participants included CEMR and 
representatives  of  civil  society  specialised  in  migration issues.  Contact: 
christina.dziewanska-stringer@ccre-cemr.org

16/06  (Brussels):  The  European  Commission must bring  support  to  a  system  of 
governing  in  partnership in  the  context  of  the  Europe 2020  strategy,  whereby 
European,  national,  regional  and  local  authorities  cooperate  in  order  to  successfully 
address the challenges Europe is facing.  Such was voiced by Annemarie Jorritsma, CEMR 
co-president,  president  of  VNG  and  mayor  of  Almere,  during  a  lunch  meeting  with 
Commission President Barroso and the presidents of European associations representing 
local and regional authorities.  Contact: boris.tonhauser@ccre-cemr.org

16-17/06 (Brussels): The re-use of public sector information by businesses, especially 
small  and  medium  enterprises,  can  provide  great  business  and  employment 
opportunities.   Such was one of  the main  findings  of  the Digital  Agenda Assembly’s 
workshop on “Going REALLY local”.  The workshop notably helped provide perspective on 
the  local  and  regional  aspects  of  the  European  digital  agenda and  on  how  the 
Commission  can  support  regional  development  in  this  regard.   Participants  also 
brainstormed on ways of developing and implementing local digital agendas.  Contact: 
angelika.poth-moegele@ccre-cemr.org / alessandro.proia@ccre-cemr.org
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21/06 (Brussels): The post-2013 “Europe for citizens” programme must see its budget 
either remain the same or increased, especially for activities linked to town twinning.  It 
must  also  maintain  necessary  support  measures  to  help  strengthen  the  skills  and 
capacities of project holders, keep CEMR as a major programme partner, and establish a 
better  cooperation  with  the  programme’s  national  contact  points.   Such  were  the 
priorities put forward by CEMR at a meeting with the Commission Directorate General 
Communication (DG COMM) and other stakeholders involved in the programme. Contact: 
sandra.ceciarini@ccre-cemr.org / manuella.portier@ccre-cemr.org

21/06  (Strasbourg):  CEMR  advocated  the  principle  of  both  vertical  and  horizontal 
governing in partnership at the occasion of a consultation session held ahead of the 
17th conference of ministers responsible for local and regional democracy, to be held by 
the Council of Europe (CoE) in Kyiv, Ukraine in November 2011.  CEMR also declared its 
support for the setting-up of a more in-depth technical dialogue between experts and 
political  dialogue  between  the  CoE’s  Congress  of  Local  and  Regional  Authorities  and 
Committee of Ministers. Contact: boris.tonhauser@ccre-cemr.org

22/06 (Brussels): CEMR called on members of the European Parliament to provide a 
comprehensive  response  to  the  challenges  faced  by  rural  areas,  as  the  common 
agricultural  policy  (CAP)  and  rural  development  policy  (RDP)  can  help  tackle  both 
current  and  future  challenges,  through  flexible  action  and  a  sustainable  political 
framework.  This call was made ahead of the 22 June 2011 plenary vote on the Albert 
Dess  report  relative  to  the CAP and thus  to  RDP.  Contact:  alessandro.proia@ccre-
cemr.org

27-28/06 (Brussels): The role of local and regional authorities in the field of cohesion is 
to  be  redefined,  which  necessitates  a  strengthening  of  cooperation  between  CEMR 
member associations so as to better influence the upcoming reform of cohesion policy at 
national and EU levels.  Such was notably voiced during a meeting of the CEMR working 
group  on  cohesion  and  territorial  policies  with  Commission  representatives.  Contact: 
alessandro.proia@ccre-cemr.org

28/06 (Brussels): Nowadays, the EU budget has a dual obligation: to show restraint and 
to help Europe overcome the crisis and thus, in times of austerity, we must demonstrate 
that the EU budget invests where it can make a real difference on the ground.  Such was 
one of Janusz Lewandowski, EU budget commissioner’s messages, expressed during an 
interview with CEMR conducted on the eve of the presentation of the proposal for the 
post-2013 multiannual financial framework on 29 June 2011.  Contact: angelika.poth-
moegele@ccre-cemr.org

Ongoing activities
CEMR is finalising a position paper on the EU white paper on a roadmap to a single 
European  transport area.   The  position  is  to  put  forward  a  number  of  local  and 
regional  recommendations  for  the  EU’s  transport  strategy  over  the  next  ten  years. 
Contact: marie.bullet@ccre-cemr.org

CEMR’s focus group on  energy efficiency is drafting a position paper on the energy 
efficiency directive,  which will notably put into question the feasibility of a 3% target 
for the annual renovation of public buildings.  Contact: marie.bullet@ccre-cemr.org

CEMR is preparing a response to the Commission consultation on the EU  air quality 
policy.  A CEMR focus group on air quality has been created so as to prepare a first draft 
of  the  response.  The  consultation  deadline  is  planned  for  30  September  2011.  
Contact: marie.bullet@ccre-cemr.org
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CEMR is preparing a position paper on the Commission communication on reforming EU 
state aid rules on public services. Contact: angelika.poth-moegele@ccre-cemr.org

CEMR is  preparing a  position paper on  governing in partnership in  the context  of 
cohesion policy.  CEMR is to notably stress the importance of involving municipalities, 
cities and regions in realising Europe 2020 objectives as well as in the design of and 
negotiations  for  operational  programmes.  Contact:  boris.tonhauser@ccre-cemr.org  / 
alessandro.proia@ccre-cemr.org

CEMR’s calendar1

September

06/09 (Prague): Third and final workshop on  the implementation of  third-party viol-
ence guidelines, organised by CEMR and the European Federation of Public Service Uni-
ons (EPSU) in the framework of the European multi-sectoral social dialogue project on 
third-party violence.  The workshop will target the following countries: Austria, Belgium, 
Czech Republic,  France, Germany, Hungary,  Luxembourg,  Slovakia,  Slovenia and Ro-
mania.  Contact: christina.dziewanska-stringer@ccre-cemr.org

07/09 (Brussels): Meeting of the  Economic Recovery  Observatory with a view of co-
ordinating activities for 2012 (to be confirmed). Contact: boris.tonhauser@ccre-cemr.org

13/09 (Brussels): CEMR Employers' Platform. Contact: christina.dziewanska-stringer@c-
cre-cemr.org

14/09 (Brussels):  Sectoral  social  dialogue committee  working  group,  composed of 
CEMR and EPSU. Contact: christina.dziewanska-stringer@ccre-cemr.org

28/09 (Warsaw): CEMR Executive Bureau meeting, extended to all interested member 
associations and organised in parallel to the European Congress on Citizenship and Twin-
ning to be held in Rybnik, Poland, from 29 September to 1 October 2011. Contact: nin-
a.holbrook@ccre-cemr.org

29/09-01/10 (Rybnik): European Congress on  Citizenship and Twinning.  Contact: 
manuella.portier@ccre-cemr.org / sandra.ceciarini@ccre-cemr.org

Other events

July

06/07 (Paris): Wolfgang Schuster, president of CEMR, has been invited to spead at the 
AFCCRE’s  60th anniversary event  “What  new  dynamic  for  Europe’s  action  in  the  
world?”. Contact: sandra.ceciarini@ccre-cemr.org

06/07 (Brussels): Meeting of the subcommittee of the Euro-Mediterranean Assembly of 
Local and Regional Authorities (ARLEM)’s Commission for  Sustainable Development. 
Contact: laurent.chaboy@ccre-cemr.org
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September

14/09 (Brussels): Second meeting of the Stakeholder Group on the European Platform 
against Poverty. Contact: christina.dziewanska-stringer@ccre-cemr.org

1 CEMR’s calendar is available on our website: www.ccre.org
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