
CEMR activities in November 2012
01/11 (Brussels): CEMR has been selected by the European Commission to participate in 
the dissemination of the Reference Framework for Sustainable Cities (RFSC), an online tool 
designed  to  help  local  authorities  pursue  sustainable  urban  development policies  or 
projects.  The tool will be launched in English in January 2013 and in the other 22 official 
languages of the EU in spring 2013.  CEMR was involved in the development of the RFSC 
prototype and will now manage the secretariat during the two-year dissemination phase, as 
part of a consortium composed of two other partners, Platform 31 and Local Governments for 
Sustainability (ICLEI). Contact: axelle.griffon@ccre-cemr.org

14/11 (Brussels): There is a clear distinction between lobbying a national government and 
lobbying  the  European  institutions.   This  was  one  of  the  conclusions  drawn  during  a 
workshop  on  lobbying organised  by  CEMR.   Participants  agreed  that  CEMR  and  its 
members hold a unique position in the European lobbying arena as they represent the level 
of government closest to the citizens, an aspect that should be better taken into account in 
CEMR’s strategy.  It was also agreed that results should better measured and celebrated. 
CEMR plans to publish a manual with good lobbying practices as a follow-up of the workshop 
debates. Contact: angelika.poth-moegele@ccre-cemr.org

15/11 (Brussels): Europe needs to get a better picture of what citizens’ impressions are on 
the ground, especially given the current crisis and economic situation.  Such was declared by 
Gerhard Stahl, secretary general of the Committee of the Regions, during a meeting of the 
secretaries general and directors of CEMR’s member associations.  The role of local 
and regional  authorities in the European governance was also debated with Mario Paulo 
Tenreiro, a representative of the European Commission.  Moreover, the secretaries general 
and  directors  discussed  the  upcoming  challenges  in  the  context  of  CEMR’s  2013  work 
programme.  Contact: boris.tonhauser@ccre-cemr.org

16/11 (Brussels):  CEMR is  one of  very few stakeholders to have been consulted by the 
European Commission on its upcoming guidelines for  the implementation of the complex 
regulation  on  public  passenger  transport services  by  rail  and road.   In  its  response, 
CEMR put forward the point of view of local and regional authorities on a number of key 
issues including the link between the regulation and the public procurement directives.  The 
guidelines are to be released by the end of 2012. Contact: marie.bullet@ccre-cemr.org

20/11  (Brussels):  CEMR  and  the  three  other  major  European  associations  of  local  and 
regional government expressed their concern about the impact a reduction in the EU budget 
would  have  on  the  future  of  cohesion  policy.   They  therefore  called  on  national 
governments to maintain the cohesion budget at €339 billion, as proposed by the European 
Commission in July 2012.  This call was made ahead of the EU summit, held on 22 and 23 
November 2012 in Brussels.   A common message stating the same was also delivered to 
the  27  member  state  regional  policy  ministers  during  their  meeting  on  6  November  in 
Nicosia, Cyprus.  Contact: alessandro.proia@ccre-cemr.org

http://www.ccre.org/en/actualites/view/2325
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32007R1370:EN:NOT
http://www.ccre.org/en/actualites/view/2324
http://www.ccre.org/docs/Message_of_European_associations_informal_ministerial_meeting_Nov2012_EN.pdf


21/11  (Brussels): Identifying  key  messages  and  priorities  for  the  recently  published  EU 
strategy on water  will be among the main objectives of the CEMR focus group on water, 
which met for the first  time.  Participants exchanged with Peter Gammeltoft,  head of the 
European Commission Protection of Water Resources Unit, on the strategy and actions to be 
implemented at European, national and local levels over the coming years, including water 
pricing and the internal market for water. Contact: marie.bullet@ccre-cemr.org

28/11 (Brussels): Simplified public procurement rules, fewer and more flexible procedures, 
a suitable framework  for  public-public  cooperation,  and the exclusion of  specific  services 
such as social, legal and financial services from the future directive’s scope of application. 
Such  were  the  key  issues  called  for  in  CEMR’s  letter  to  members  of  the  European 
Parliament’s  Internal  Market  and  Consumer  Protection  (IMCO)  Committee  prior  to 
negotiations on amendments to the Commission’s  proposal for a new directive on public 
procurement.  Contact: angelika.poth-moegele@ccre-cemr.org

Ongoing activities
CEMR and its focus group on air quality are currently drafting a position on the review of the 
EU air policy.   The position will cover a number of issues relevant to local and regional 
authorities, including the consequences of air quality on public health and environment, and 
the  difficulties  encountered  in  applying  the  EU  legislation  in  force.   The  focus  group 
coordinator, Kim van Berlo from one of CEMR’s Dutch associations (VNG), calls on CEMR 
members to further contribute to the position, as it currently lacks sufficient input. Contact: 
marie.bullet@ccre-cemr.org

CEMR and its focus group on local and regional governments as employers are working on a 
European framework of action to follow-up on the  social dialogue project “Future of the 
workplace”.   This  framework  will  determine  the themes  to  be dealt  with  in  2013  and 
beyond via the European Sectoral  Social  Dialogue Committee.   The themes will  include 
funding,  recruitment  and  retention,  skills  and  life-long  learning,  equality  and  non-
discrimination, migration and sustainable workplaces.   The framework of action is due to 
be adopted on 6 December 2012 during the European Sectoral Social Dialogue Committee 
plenary meeting. Contact: christina.dziewanska-stringer@ccre-cemr.org

A reminder that, in the framework of the 2012 European Year for  Active Ageing, CEMR, 
EUROCITIES  and  AGE,  the  European  platform  for  the  elderly,  have  launched  a 
questionnaire to help set local and regional priorities in the fields of demographic change, 
youth participation and active ageing.  CEMR invites its member associations to respond to 
the  questionnaire,  which  is  available  in  English,  French  German,  Italian  and 
Spanish,  the  deadline  having  been  extended  to  the  end  of  2012.  Contact: 
christina.dziewanska-stringer@ccre-cemr.org

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/blueprint/index_en.htm
http://www.ccre.org/docs/IMCO_letter_Public_Procurement.pdf
http://www.ccre.org/en/prisespositions/view/140
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/air/review_air_policy.htm
http://www.ccre.org/en/champsactivites/detail_news/2317
http://www.ccre.org/en/champsactivites/detail_news/2282
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/agefriedly
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/agefriedlyfr
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/agefriendlyDE
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/agefriedlyit
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/agefriendlyES


CEMR’s calendar1

DDECEMBERECEMBER

5/12 (Brussels): Meeting of the CEMR focus group on local and regional government as 
employers. Contact: christina.dziewanska-stringer@ccre-cemr.org

6/12 (Brussels):  Plenary  meeting of  the  European Sectoral  Social  Dialogue Committee, 
composed  of  CEMR  and  the  European  Federation  of  Public  Service  Unions  (EPSU). 
Contact: christina.dziewanska-stringer@ccre-cemr.org

14/12  (Brussels):  Meeting  of  the  CEMR focus  group  on the  future  of  cohesion policy. 
Contact: alessandro.proia@ccre-cemr.org

JJANUARYANUARY

23/01 (Brussels):  First  meeting  of  the  new  CEMR  focus  group  on  waste.  Contact: 
marie.bullet@ccre-cemr.org

30/01 (Paris): CEMR Policy Committee meeting. Contact: boris.tonhauser@ccre-cemr.org

Other events

DDECEMBERECEMBER

04-06/12 (Dakar): United Cities and Local Governments (UCLG) World Council.  Contact: 
sandra.ceciarini@ccre-cemr.org

04-08/12  (Dakar):  Africities 2012  Summit,  organised  by  United  Cities  and  Local 
Governments of Africa (UCLGA).  Contact: sandra.ceciarini@ccre-cemr.org

10/12 (Nicosia):  Closing  conference of  the  2012 European  Year  for  Active  Ageing and 
Solidarity between Generations.  Contact: christina.dziewanska-stringer@ccre-cemr.org

JJANUARYANUARY

30/01-01/02 (Paris): International Conference of Local Elected Women on "Gender equality:  
a priority for global development”, organised by the City of Paris in cooperation with UCLG 
and CEMR.  Contact: manuella.portier@ccre-cemr.org / johanna.tornstrom@ccre-cemr.org

1 CEMR’s calendar is available on our website: www.ccre.org

http://www.uclg.org/en/events/dakar-2012-world-council-0
http://www.africites.org/an
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langId=en&catId=88&eventsId=810&furtherEvents=yes
http://www.uclg.org/en/media/news/gender-equality-priority-global-development-global-conference-elected-women

