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A European City at heart

Mayor of the City of Innsbruck, on the significance of the General
Assembly of CEMR and on Innsbruck as a city of congress.

"I myself regard it altogether cru-
cial that desision-makers exchange
informations.”

fionr will the General Assembly af-
Ject Innshruck?

Omce more, cities, municipalities and
regions all over Europe are looking
towards Innshruck. This is proof
that Innsbruck rightfully calls itself a
“European City”. | myself regard
il altogether crucial that decision-
makers exchange experiences and
information, We cin only gain from
learning feom each other,

Were there particular challenges
you encountered while preparing
the General Assembly?

Of course there were, The translati-
ons, simultaneows or otherwise, into
eipht languages are very complex
and also quite costly. Which brings
me to the next point: the funding.
Fortunately we have found two main
sponsors and several others. Thus
the financial contribution of the city

of Innsbruck could be kept within
hounds,

When did the preparalory work for
the conference beging

On the very day we knew we had ma-
de the race — that is, in Poznan in
May 2003. My heartiest thanks, on
this occasion, go out to Dr. Michael
Bielowski. He stood by me in prepa-
ring the bid and ultimately in winning
the race “for Innsbruck”. And there
i% the team around Mag. Katrin Heiss,
of course, to whom 1 am particularly
grateful for preparing the conference
so perfectly.

Daes fansbruck affen play bast to
conferences of this magnitude?
Yes it does, 1 am glad to say. Every
year numerous international con-
gresses are held in Innsbruck, and
the Congress Innsbrock deservedly
was awarded the title “world's best

The President of the European
Commission, José Manuel Barro-
50, will address CEMR's general :

: assembly, this Wednesday 10 May

2008, Mr. Barroso will focus his
intervention on public services
and the rale of local and regional |
qovernments in Europe.
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congress centre” on several occasi
ons. Which means that there are real
professionals working there, Our
city’s economy profits enormously
from congress tourism. After all,
Innshruck, after Vienna, is the most
important congress destination in
Austria,

Poznan ‘03 was a success

was the venue of CEMR 2003 general assembly. The mayor of Poznan,
Ryszard Grobelny, explains what it means to host such a big event.

Mr. Grobelny, what was if like for you
fo bost CEMR's general assembly in
FPozna, in 20037

It was a great honour for Poznad. We
received distinguished guests from the
whole Europe. CEMR general assembly
Wils & unique opportunity o establish
direct contacts and share our experi-
ETHCE

What el you sy Pozna il poimed
[ the general assembly?

CEMR general assembly was an oppor-
tunity o promote the city and demons-
frate our experience and expertise in
organizng intemetional events,
Thousands of guests and city residents
wittched and participated in a number of

special cultural events which accompa-
nied the assembly. As a result, the cycle
called , Imprezy warte Pomania™ crea-
ted especially for CEMR muests became
4 permanent element of the cultural
calendar in Pomza.

It is only one of many examples of be-
nefits for the city associated with the
organization of the assembly in 2003,
The prestige related to the status of the
assembly organizer cannot be undere-
stirmeued,

Whaat doy pow resmemmber mostly from
the Pozna i peneral assembly?

The opening ceremony was parlicu-
larly memorable. 1 was overwhelmed
both by the meeting with Valéry Gis-

cird d'Estaing, who focused on critical
contexts of the political situation asso-
ciated with the EU enlargement, and
the music accompanying the evenl.
The music impressed everybody, both
owing to the score by Wojclech Kilar
and the interpretation of Orkiestra
Amzadeus, one of Poland’s best export
products,

What do yor expect from the Inns-
Brick pesteral acvembhly?

My expectations related o this vear's
assembly are mainly with the dis-
cussion on the European forum on
the liberalization of local services
of general interest (SG1). Complete
liberalization is not in line with the

il

"Complete liberalization of local
5Gls is not in line with the princip-
le of subsidiarity.”

principle of subsidiarity, which is one
of the basic principles of European
democracy. Local communities must
have their say as regards the way their
local services are organized. Tt cannol
be regulated only by the market.
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The strong par-
ficipation in this
General Assem-
bly reflects the
commitment of
CEMR, UCLG's
European Section, to devaloping the
Jocal government agenda in Europe
and internationalhy. This event not
only stimulates strong cooperation
between local authorities in Europs,
but also strengthens the European
contribution to debates at global
el through United Cities and Lo-
cal Governments, the world local
government organisation. As the
partner of the United Nations, UCLG
and its members across the world
will certainly be taking forward the
discussions taking place in Inns-
bruck, particularty on Access to Basic
Services and the implementation of
the Millenniurm Development Goaks.

The main subject
of CEMR's 23rd
general assermb-
Iy, the future of
public services
in Europe, mests
the concems of
European citizens wha expect Europs
to set the rules for our continent o
become 2 haven of solidarity. Local
public services are an indispensable
tood to strengthen bocal and regional
cohasion, and cohesion between
cittzers, which in tum helps defeat all
kimels of exclusions. | have also high
expactations s towards the debates
an the issue of local government in
South East Europe.

| was in Poznan,
three years ago.
On my way, |
stopped in War-
, saw to visit the
Y remains of the
lawish ghetto. |
then drove ta Poznan, through the
Treart of Poland, from one town to
another. Poznan's old town remin-
ded me of Italian medieval towns,
and its dishes with forest frut were
reminiscent of some Tuscan or Umn-
brian recipes... CEMR's general as-
sembly s not only a political event
for local and regional represemntati-
ves: it is also the discovery of a town
and of her inhabitants. | am looking
forward to discovering Innshruck
and her citizens.

RANCOIS ZARAGOSSA. |

“ Welcome to CEMR

of Vienna, Michael Haupl, has been president of CEMR
since 2{]{]5 He beheues it is CEMR's role to address a wide range of issues, from
public services to the UN's Millenium Development Goals.

he main image 1 keep of CEMR's

last general assembly, in Poznan
in 2003, is of hundreds of loecal and
regional representatives from all over
Europe talking to each other; swap-
ping business cards and telephone
numbers, talking about their respee-
tive experience in thelr municipali-
ties or regions. This, in my view, is

| what CEMR general assemblies are

all about!

Between 10 and 12 May 2006,
some 1200 of us will debate issues
that matter to us; What role for our
towns and regions in lomorrow's
European Union? How can we best
deliver public services to our citizens
a5 financial, legal and demographic
factors combine to make it more
and more difficult? Moreover, our
general assembly will have an extra-

dimension since it will address two
issnes that illustrate the importance
of CEMR's role: gender equality
in Europe's towns and cities, and
our contribution to the Millennium
Development Goals.

Only CEMR could launch a char-
ter Lo enconrage local politicians to
commit themselves to achieving true
gender equality in their towns, only
CEMR could be the channel through
which Europe's local and regional
government can speak as one on
the Millennium Goals which commit
all of us to tackle issues of hunger,
poverty, pandemics like AIDS and
malaria, and to improve the lives
of hundreds of millions of slumd-
wellers. Without cities and local
government, these goals will not be
achieved.

"Only CEMR could launch a charter
to encourage local politicians to
commit themselves to achieving true
gender equality in their towns”.

CEMR: 100.000 munici-
palities and regions

the Council of European Municipalities and Regions (CEMR)
holds its general assembly. As its 2006 general assembly opens, here is a brief
summary of what CEMR does and how.

he members of CEMR are national
associations of local and regional
povernments from over thirty European
countries, The main aim of CEMR is to

promote a strong, united Forope based
on local and regional self-government
and democracy; 2 Furope in which de-
cisions are taken as closely as possible
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to its citizens, in line with the p rinciple
of subsidiarity, CEMR's work covers a
wide range of themes, including public
services, transport, regional policy, the
environment, equal opportunities..,
CEMR is also active on the inlermational
stage. It is the European section of the
wirld organisation of cities and munici-
palities, United Cities and Local Govern-
ments (UCLG). Membership is open to
representalive national associations of
local and regional government from
countries that belong to the Council of
Furope. In addition to its members from
1 states, CEMR has members from non
EU countries { Norway, Switzerland, Tee-
land, Ukraine, Serhis, Macedonia. .}

To join CEMR, &n association must
formally apply to CEMR’s policy com
mittee, It mist also demonstrate ist rep-
resenitalivity at the national level. CEMB
miembers pay 2 yearly subscription fee
hased on the GNP and the size of the
population of their country,

CEMR: a Europe with a local and a
regional dimension.
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The European Parliament’s mes-
sage to CEMR

“services of general interest are an integral part of the European social model”.

Iam very glad to be able to address
these few words to you within the
framework of your XX General As-
sembly on the future of public ser-
vices in Europe, and I can only regret
that I cannot be here with you for the
full three days.

The European Parliament believes
that services of general interest are an

integral part of the European social
maodel. The efficient, non-discrimina-
tory provision of services of general
interest is the sine qua non for secu-
ring the European Union's economic,
social and regional integration,
Given the growing disquiet of En-
ropean citizens with regard to their
future and that of their children, the

Bnrrell h|ghllgh13 two issues adl:lreased in innshruck

n Parlia

[, Josep

the future of public services and the Charter for gen-

der equality in local life.

need for the social debate is greater
than ever, and I have no doubt that
your work will help this debate to
move forward.

CEMR has also chosen to devote
this General Assembly to the issue of
gender equality, establishing a .Euro-
pean Charter for the Equality of Men
and Women in Local Life',

Decisive progress towards equali-
tv has unquestionably been made in
recent vears, But we still have a long
way o go before we fully overcome
the cultural, economic, educational,
legal and political barriers which
help perpetuate discrimination as far
as women are concerned. There is no
more appropriate level at which to
be working than the local level, roo-
fed as it is in daily life, if we really
want 1o fight this discrimination at
the root,

I am aware that other subjects oo
will be receiving your attention du-
ring this General Assembly, and while
I am grateful that you have given me
the chance to refer to one of two
areas on which you will be working,
I wish you every success with all of
the work vou are going 1o be l;lLHng
here.

A framework directive for SGls

of the Committee of the Regions, social services of general
mterest should be excluded from the scope of the EU directive on services.

am happy w be among you today.

The Committee of Regions has for
2 long time had an excellent coopera-
tion with CEMR. Today, your General
Assembly touches on issues that are
dear to me: the future of public ser-
vices in Europe.

The Comission's presentation in
April of last year of ils allered pro-
position for the directive on services
is, aside from the agreement on the
financial outlook, one of the hest hits
of news for the European Union since
the outcome of the referendums in
France and the Netherlands.

The Committee of the Regions is
all the more glad for the fact that we
have renewed our appeal for exclu-
sion of all social public services that
are often under the control of local
and regional governments, from the
field of implementation of the planned
directive, We have been heard, but

Michel Delebarre, President of the
Committee of the Regions
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we cannot be satisfied with the status
que: what matters to local and regio-
nil governments is legal security for
thedr activities as providers of public
services, Al present, on the basis only
of existing treaties and with no legis-
lation regarding SGIs, this securily is
not guaranteed.

We therefore require the adoption
of a framework directive on SGIs that
include public social services. This
would allow for the European social
system 1o be aliered not for the worse,
but for the better,

Local and regional governments
were elected 1o take care, within the
framework of social services, of aims
of public interest that cannat be allo-
wed to be ruled only by the laws of
the market. These aims may be called
equal opportunities, opposition to
diserimination or protection of the
weakest and solidarity
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~ | | have heen
| active in CEMR
- for many years;
| believe that
among other

organisations
CEMR is the only one represen-
ting the interests of both local
and regional governments from
the whole Europe, not just the
EL. | attended the CEMR Gene-
ral Assembly in Poznan in 2003
when Poland was not part of the
EU yet, and | felt that CEMR was
where Polish municipalities and
regions could make their voice
heart and meet their European
counterparts. | will attend the
General Assembly in Innsbruck to
exchange views, share experence
and discuss crucial isswes such as
the role of local and regional go-
vernments in the EU and the futu-
re of public services in the forum
representing 35 European coun-
tries being members of the CEMR.
| am happy to be part of it.

HE T |
THE ELF PARLIAMENT (L
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| have been
active in local
politics for
more than ten
years, mostly
as a mayar.
l'he muore | work for my town, the
more | am convinced that those
who prepare the legislation must
listen to us who have to imple-
ment it. We, in Europe's towns,
municipalities and regions, know
hest what impact such legisla-
tion can have on our citizen's
daily lives,

As an MEP, | can say that this
applies even more for the insti-
tutions involved in the European
|egislation process.

The Council of European Munici-
palities and Regions establishes
this link betwesen those who
make the law and those who
implement it. This is why | have
always supported CEMR and why
| decided to take an active role in
CEMR’s general assembly, here in
Innsbruck,
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Wednesday May 10th

15h 00

OPENING CEREMONY (Saal Tirol)

16 h 00 PLENARY OPENING SESSION (Saal Tirol)
Which way forward for Europe? What rale for local
and regional government?

18 h 00 Reception

19h 00 Tyrolean evening programme

Thursday May 11th

Bh30-9h30 Meetings of national delegations

9h30-10h 30
1M h00-12h30

12h 30

14 h00-15h 00

FIRST PLENARY SESSION (Saal Tirol)

Providing high quality public services for our citizens

WORKSHOPS A

Local and regional public services: sources of cohesion

* Adapting to the demographic challenge
(Saal Tirol)

» Access for all to public services: dream or reality?
{Saal Innsbruck)

= Meeting the needs of the most vulnerable: leaming
from each other (Plenarsaal)

Lunch

SPECIAL SESSION (Saal Tirol)
Local and regional authorities of South-East Europe

GesmbH, Eduard-Bodem-Gasse 6, 6020 Innsbruck, www.echoonline.at

Heart

of

the Alps

is the commercial centre of Tyrol, home to
a university, it hosted the Olympics twice — and was

the Habsburgs' darling.

he construction of the emperor’s

pelace in Innshruck in the 15th cen-
tury made the hitherto insignificant town
a residential town. Innsbruck is charac-
terised by living history, in connection to
mames such as Maxdmilian [ and Maria
Theresia. It was here that Emperor Ma-
ximilizn 1. started to put his vision of 2
unique Europesn centre of culture and
communication into practise. Around
1500 he erected the Goldenes Dachl,
the “golden roof* right in the middle of
the historical centre. This roof has since
become the svmbol of Innshruck. Under
the nule of archduke Ferdinand IL, from
1564 till 1595, members of the court
started to sojourn in Innshruck more
anwd more, The archduke had the castle
of Schloss Ambras redone 25 a renais-
sance castle, and nowadays it is one of

15h00-16h30 WORKSHOPS B

the most important cultural treasures
of Furope.

Even though no regional duke resi-
ded in Innshruck after 1663, the city lost
none of its relevance, The construction
of the university in 1669 and the remo
deling of the residentéal pakace under the
rule of empress Maria Theresia was de-
cisive for the wem's current appearance,
An appearance that has been marked by
history. Innshruck has seen it all: times
of war and destruction as well s times
of pesice and prosperity. Mature, culture,
sport and tradition all come together in
Innsbruck, it is the commercial centre
of Tyrol, hias hosted the Olympic games
twice {1964 and 1976), is home 1o 2
Faumed wniversity and is a capital of tou-
rism. And, perhaps most importanty, it
is the heart of the Alps.

Adapting and financing local & regional public services
# The challenge of finances (Saal Tirol)
* Improving and evaluating our public services

(Saal Innsbruck)

» Delivering services to the citizens: what strategies,
what results? Self-delivery and in-house provision,
public-private partnerships, inter-communal coopera-
tion, outsourcing, privatisation (Saal Briissel)

16 h45-18h 15

SPECIAL SESSION ON TWINMING: (Saal Tirol)

Twinning and Social Inclusion: how to involve the
entire population, how to reflect diversity

17h o0

Committee of Resolutions {for members of this com-

mittee only) (SAAL BROSSEL)

20h 00 Gala evening

Friday May 12th
9h30-11h0o

SPECIAL SESSION ON INTERNATIOMAL PERSPECTIVES:

the European contribution to the millenium develop-
ment goals campaign (Saal Tirol)

11ho0-12h00

Launch of the European Charter for equality of women

and men in local life (5aal Tirol)

12h00-13h00

13h 15 Lunch
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CLOSING CEREMONY (Saal Tirol)




