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Declaration adopted by the European Conference “8 Ways to Change the World” on the Contribution of Local and Regional Governments to the Achievement of the Millennium Development Goals

Lisbon, 13 October 2006

(
We, mayors, local and regional elected representatives of Europe and the rest of the world, meeting together upon the initiative of the Council of European Municipalities and Regions and the National Association of Portuguese Municipalities in Lisbon on 12 and 13 October 2006 for the conference “8 Ways to Change the World”, reaffirm the importance of the Millennium Development Goals, and commit to pursuing their implementation at local level.
Whilst we are the first generation with the means and know-how necessary to achieving these Goals, we are concerned by the lack of clear political will, particularly at national level.
We reaffirm that the Millennium Development Goals represent the clearest and most universal commitment of the international community of states to tackle the deepest poverty, social exclusion and deprivation suffered by hundreds of millions of human beings.
We moreover recall that without the active involvement of local governments, it will be impossible to achieve the Millennium Development Goals.  We underline, for example, Goal 7 (“Ensure Environmental Sustainability”), target 11, which requires a significant improvement by 2020 in the lives of at least one hundred million slum dwellers.

We particularly emphasize, in this regard, the importance of Goal 3 “Promote Gender Equality and Empower Women” and recall the recent adoption by CEMR of the European Charter for Equality of Women and Men in Local Life.

At the “Millennium + 5 Summit”, the United Nations recognised the fundamental role of local governments for the realisation of the Millennium Development Goals.
This is why, at the General Assembly in Innsbruck, we committed ourselves to promote and develop initiatives in our local and regional authorities that will facilitate the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals.
We also commit ourselves to facilitate the participation of all citizens of our communities in support of the Millennium Development Goals, and are keen to encourage partnership with non governmental organisations and civil society.
We welcome the role played by the UN’s agencies, notably UN Habitat and UNDP, in support of the MDGs, as well as the particular contribution of the Millennium Campaign in raising awareness of what is at stake.

We recall warmly the understanding and support shown by the current UN Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, for the role and contribution of cities and local governments in relation to the MDGs, and express our hope that his successor will follow the same path.

We welcome the overall support of the European Union for the MDGs, and urge the Union to develop its policies further to ensure

(a) that its international development actions are even more intensively directed to achieving the MDGs, and

(b) that appropriate recognition and support is given to local and regional governments to this end (as foreseen in the draft report to the European Parliament of Pierre Schapira on the role of local authorities in international development)

We also call on all of our national governments to increase their practical support for the timely implementation of the MDGs, and in particular to dedicate at least 0.7% GDP to this end.

Time is against us and we must not waste this unique opportunity to improve the lives of a major portion of the world’s population that still lives in acute poverty.

We therefore call upon local and regional governments to join the campaign of Millennium Cities of United Cities and Local Governments and to participate actively in the implementation, at their level, of the Millennium Development Goals.
