Dutch awareness at the local and regional level regarding climate change

Is sustainable and integral planning the answer?
Councillor Jannie Visscher, City of Groningen, the Netherlands

Ladies and gentlemen, my name is Jannie Visscher and I am the City Councillor for the environment of the city of Groningen.
We in the Netherlands must be aware of the effects of climate change. This is especially so in the Western and Northern areas of the Netherlands which are meters below sea level.

If the water comes in a substantial area of land will be flooded
. This represents an immense danger to our citizens. We can deal with these risks as part of the so-called 'doom scenarios' but in most cases people will not act and they might even become inert
. We have chosen another approach. In spatial planning we take these risks into account. To know these and other kinds of risks is an important part of integral planning. We create also a new possibility of finding out where and what we should invest into our infrastructure and where not. It is not wise to build a small power plant in an area which might be liable to flooding. The outcomes of this planning process also revealed us other opportunities which I will come back to later on in this presentation.
Ladies and gentlemen, it is for me a honour to attend this meeting. It is a pleasure for me to show you what we have achieved in the North-Netherlands regarding climate change, what we will do in the future regarding climate change and how we will proceed with it.
Brief history

Firstly, I would briefly like to take you back a couple of decades. Then we had odious canals, our forests were dying due to the acid rain and many factories polluted the air with uncontrolled emissions.
 Nowadays, the canals are clean, people can enjoy the water for recreation, our forests are vivid again and industry has successfully lowered the emissions and many companies use state of the art techniques to filter these emissions. 

Unfortunately, we often forget these successes.
In the late 90s we realised that we had solved these sectoral problems. The lower fruit was picked
. Yet we became aware that a new approach was absolutely necessary for the more complex problems such as climate change, loss of biodiversity, mobility etc. In our 4th National Environmental Plan we introduced the method of transition management.
Transition management means at bottom line that the government (national, regional or local) presents the long-term goals, the other stakeholders, such as industry, the NGOs and knowledge institutions, are equal partners in the process of realising these goals. That of course implies a completely new role for the governments: instead of being the regulator and enforcer, the government becomes, for example, the facilitator and sometimes the advisor.
The government also faces another challenge: long-term planning with the need for short term successes. Is there not for a good reason this image of the government - to be more specific that of us the politicians - that we think and act in short terms of re-election periods, depending on the country from 4 up to 6 years?
There is also another reason for short term successes: if one wants to hold on to the awareness and commitment of the citizens one has to show successes. Our citizens do not trust us  just because we say we will solve their problems in the future. They need to see results too.
I will illustrate this with the following concrete examples. Firstly, at the regional level and then at the local level.
Energy Valley

In the North Netherlands we created, a couple of years ago, the Foundation Energy Valley. This cooperation between governments (three Provinces and 4 major Municipalities), industry (multinationals and SMEs), knowledge institutions (university) and other stakeholders (among them NGOs)
 is founded on three pillars:
1. strengthening the business opportunities in the field of energy;
2. strengthening and developing sustainable energy

3. strengthening and developing the knowledge for both mentioned.
Many projects have been developed and many more will be developed in the near future. Just to give you an impression here is a map with an overview of the projects. On your chair you will also have found a paper version of the map.
It will take too much time to tell you about all these projects. If I highlight just a few, I will certainly short change the ones I do not mention. Perhaps it might be a solution if you would like more information about them that you ask Mr Pim Koegler, who is also the EU-liaison officer of Energy Valley. He is here today and can inform you about the five main areas that Energy Valley is focusing on. Another possibility is that you contact me or the Foundation Energy Valley in the next couple of weeks and perhaps you might like to visit us in the near future?
Energie Convenant Groningen

The "Energie Convenant Groningen" was established in 2003. This is a cooperation between the Province of Groningen, Shell Solar, the Gasunie, NUON and the City of Groningen. We have developed 28 projects and thus saved more than 2500 tons of CO2. The total investment from the partners was €850,000 which generated a total investment upon till now of around € 8 million. 
What is unique about this cooperation? Firstly, that private and public partners have created a fund from which even other companies which do not take part in this Covenant can profit from if their proposals fit within the goals of the cooperation. Secondly, that some of the projects are executed by NGOs. Thirdly, that the participating companies have funded projects which have not a direct company interest for them. Fourthly, that the citizens really see the effects of the projects.
To give you some concrete examples: 
In the City of Groningen we developed a project in which we tackled the problems of damp in houses (which of course has a impact on the health of the inhabitants) by investing in energy measurements . The inhabitants had to make these investments. Thanks to a finance scheme related to their mortgages, the inhabitants could invest up to €20,000 and not only save money every month on their energy bill but even save money on their mortgages. 
This project won in 2005 the Dutch National Energy Future Award of the Ministry of Housing which of course made us very proud. 

We have developed this small scale project into a European project ("IMPLEMENT") which recently received IEE funding. 
Another project which has now been implemented, is focused on energy saving measurements in houses of people with low incomes. The people who audit the houses and implement the measurements are unemployed. They are trained to become energy specialists. By doing this we create not only benefits for our citizens with low incomes but we also tackle unemployment in our City and realise CO2 reductions. I think that this money has been spent very wisely and effectively.
Covenant of Groningen
The University of Groningen, Hanze Hogeschool (HBO) and the City of Groningen have recently signed a Covenant which aims to strengthen the locally based scientific knowledge with our policy making processes in the city. Thus we hope not only to promote our city as one of the knowledge and creativity centres in the Netherlands but also we as government want to obtain the necessary information for becoming an truly energy neutral city. 
Yes, ladies and gentlemen, we have the determined ambition to become (one of) the most sustainable cities in the Netherlands by among other things becoming an energy neutral city in 2025.
I have asked my officials to develop this idea into a long-term programme with concrete actions for the forthcoming years. 

I strongly believe that a government stimulates the awareness of its citizens through vision. We coordinate the actions which the stakeholders - including the citizens! - have decided on and the "owners" of the concrete action execute their action as they think it should be carried out.
Ladies and gentlemen, I would like to summarize my presentation into the following statements:
· a long-term vision of the government is necessary if one wants to have a sustainable city for their citizens

· this implies a new role for the government: facilitator and coordinator

· and therefore accept as government that you cannot dictate the route to realising the goals

· if you want all this then you will need short term successes so you can show results and thus keep everyone's commitment
· and you need integral planning because then you are certain that you spend the money of your citizens as effectively and efficiently as possible.
Ladies and gentlemen, I hope that I have shown you that sustainability is not a fancy word but that you really can make a (necessary) difference for the future. I hope also that you are intrigued to know more about what is happening in the North Netherlands and especially the City of Groningen. I look forward to seeing you in Groningen.
Thank you for your attention.
� slide 1 met foto Nederland in hoogte verschillen


� slide 2 met artist impression van Noord-Nederland onder water; afkomstig uit Grounds for Change


� slide 3 met een konijn dat in koplampen kijkt?? als deze is te vinden op internet
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� slide met tekening van mannetje die fruit plukt?
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