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Programme

9.30
Opening and introduction: Jeremy Smith, secretary general of CEMR 
9.45
Organising municipal public transport in the context of EU legislation: Presentation of the draft regulation and CEMR’s position:  Oliver Mietzsch, head of transport unit, Association of German Cities
10.15
Public transport, its organisation and financing in practice: Presentation of case studies from CEMR members:
Austria: Martin Pospischill, department of EU strategy and economic development, City of Vienna  

Estonia:  Arne Tilk, Association of Estonian Cities
Denmark: Henrik Hansen, chief consultant, Danish Regions  

France: Chantal Duchène, executive director of GART (Groupement des Autorités Responsables de Transport)
11.15- 11.45



- - -   Coffee break   - - -

Germany: Oliver Mietzsch, head of transport unit, Association of German Cities
Italy: Bruno Ginocchini, director of the public transport agency, Emilia-Romagna Region 

United Kingdom: Vince Christie, transport policy officer, Local Government Association

Portugal: The point of view of a national government : Ana Pereira de Miranda, cabinet of the State Secretary for Transport

13.00 – 14.00



- - - - Lunch break - - - -

14.00 
Panel discussion: How can regional and local authorities organise and finance public transport in line with European legislation?
Moderation:

Chantal Duchène
Participants: 

EU Presidency: David Tripp, UK Permanent representation to the EU, chair of the Council Working Group on Railways and PSOs

Thomas Avanzata, DG TREN (services of general economic interest), European Commission (invited) 
Brigitte Ollier, Euroteam director, UITP (International Association of Public Transport)

Rolf  Waara, expert, Swedish Public Transport Association 

Kimmo Sinisalo, Project Manager, Helsinki Metropolitan Area Council
Ruud van der Ploeg, Amsterdam City-Region  

16.00 
Conclusions and closing remarks 

* * * * * * *
Technical information

Fee:


No participation fee 

Languages:

English, French, German
Location : 
Scotland House, Rond-Point Schuman 6, B – 1040 Brussels (close to the Berlaymont Building).  See map on their web site: http://www.scotlandeuropa.com/conf_home2.htm
Hotels:
We have been informed that there are only a few hotel rooms available in the Schuman area at this date. Therefore we recommend to book a room in the city centre, where you have a direct access to the venue by metro (line 1A direction “Herrmann-Debroux” or 1B direction “Stockel”, stop at metro station “Schuman”).  

We have for instance a preferential rate at the following hotels:

· Astrid Hotel (single at € 107 including breakfast) www.astridhotel.be
· Apart’hotel Citadines Bruxelles Sainte-Catherine (€ 94 for a 2 persons studio, excluding breakfast at €13/person) www.citadines.com
· Atlas hotel (single at € 97 including breakfast) www.atlas.be
Please mention the preferential rate and “Conseil des Communes & Régions d’Europe” for Astrid and Atlas, or “CCRE/CEMR” for Citadines when you make your reservation. 

Alternatively, to find a hotel room in Brussels, you may have a look at the following websites: http://www.book-a-hotel-in-brussels.com/en/ or www.hotels.be
Registration:
Registrations are requested by 14 November (see attached registration form)

Contact:

Further information concerning the content:




Sylvain Chevassus




Policy officer



Tel. + 32 2 500 05 35




e-mail: sylvain.chevassus@ccre-cemr.org




Further information concerning the organisation:




Valérie Solle




Assistant




Tel. + 32 2 500 05 37




e-mail: valerie.solle@ccre-cemr.org
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Purpose of the seminar:


The seminar intends to stimulate the exchange of information and experience on different organisational and financing structures of local public transport in the European Union. Furthermore the new draft regulation on ‘public passenger transport services by rail and road’ will be addressed. 


In the public passenger transport services, European legislation sets the regulatory standards. The European draft ‘regulation on public passenger transport services by rail and road’ will modify the legal framework for public passenger transport services in the near future. Other rules like the directives on public procurement and the Community framework on public service compensations also have an impact on the organisation and financing of public transport at local and regional level. In the Member States, local and regional governments are responsible for the provision of public transport services and they have to take their decisions in line with European legislation. 


In this context the seminar will provide a platform where experts from different Member States will present case studies, which will show different approaches of organising and financing local and regional public transport. There are cases from countries with a long tradition of public tendering of these services and others with very little competition to date in the public passenger transport services.


A panel discussion with representative actors from the European, national, regional and local level aims to come to clarify the future of public passenger transport services within the new European legal framework.





Who should attend?





The seminar aims to address representatives from local and regional government; politicians as well as experts / officers who deal with public passenger transport at regional and local level. Experts from European and national institutions or organisations are also welcome. 





Brussels, October 2005				








Jeremy Smith					Jacques Auxiette


Secretary General				Chair


						CEMR transport working group 
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