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Conseil des Communes et Régions d’Europe

Council of European Municipalities and Regions


25 Years of Action for Equality: 

European Conference of Local and Regional Elected Women Representatives
“ACTING LOCALLY FOR EQUALITY”

( Pisa, 20-21 February 2008 (
Final Conference of the project “Implementation of the European Charter for

Equality of Women and Men in Local Life”

Teatro Verdi
Via Palestro, 40 – 56127 Pisa

_______________

- PROGRAMME -

Wednesday 20 February
11 h 00
Registration opens
14 h 45
Opening of the Conference

Video: portraits of women’s resistance around the world

OPENING SESSION

Chaired and introduced by: Anders Knape, First Vice President of CEMR, President of the Swedish Association of Local Authorities and Regions

Contributions:

· Bianca Storchi, acting Mayor of Pisa

· Andrea Pieroni, President of the Province of Pisa

· Mercedes Bresso, President of AICCRE, Vice-President of CEMR, President of the Piedmont region
· Donatella Linguiti, Under Secretary of State to the Minister for Equal Opportunities of Italy
· Rosa Rinaldi, Under-Secretary of State to the Minister of Labour of Italy, Vice President of AICCRE
15 h 45
Coffee break

16 h 00
SPECIAL SESSION: 25 years of action for equality

Chaired and introduced by: Vicenta Bosch Palanca, Chair of CEMR’s Committee of women elected representatives, Mayor of Bonrepós y Mirambell

A - Equality in Europe
· Fausta Deshormes, Honorary Director of the European Commission

· Pia Locatelli, Member of the European Parliament
· Magdalena Tovornik, Adviser to the President of the Republic of Slovenia
· Baroness Margaret Prosser OBE, Deputy Chair of UK Equality and Human Rights Commission
· Soledad Murillo de la Vega, Secretary General of equality policy, Minister of Labour and Social Affairs of Spain
· Britt-Marie Lövgren, Congress of Local and Regional Authorities, Council of Europe

Video message from Edite Estrela, Vice Chairwoman of the Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality of the European Parliament

( Contributions from the floor
17 h 30
B - Equality in the world

· 
Marina Ponti, United Nations Millennium Campaign

· Wandia Seaforth, Ag. Head of the Best Practice Programme, UN-Habitat

18 h 00
End of the first day of the Conference - refreshment
18 h 20
Concert (in the Teatro Verdi)
20 h 45
Gala dinner offered by the City and the Province of Pisa (at My Hotels Galilei, Via Darsena, 1 – 56100 Pisa)

Thursday 21 February
9 h 15 – 9 h 45
The European Charter for Equality of Women and Men in Local Life – the Story So Far: by Jeremy Smith, Secretary General of CEMR, and Diane Bunyan, CEMR Expert on Gender
9 h 45 – 11 h 00
SESSION 1: local governments’ experiences in implementing the Charter

Chair: Jocelyne Bougeard, Deputy Mayor of Rennes, responsible for women, equality and management of time in the city

Contributions: 

· The city of Paris (F): Christine Guillemaut, Policy Officer, Observatory for equality between women and men 
· The city of Castel Maggiore (I): Marco Monesi, Mayor 
· The city of Vantaa (FI): Meija Tuominen, Citizen Services Committee’s Executive Secretary 
· The city of Vienna (A): Ursula Bauer, Project Manager on gender mainstreaming 

( Exchange with the participants

11 h 00 - 11 h 30
Coffee break

11 h 30 - 12 h 20
SESSION 2: The contribution of regions to the Charter’s implementation

Chair: Patrizia Dini, Secretary of the Tuscan Federation of AICCRE
· France, the example of the Bretagne region - Gaëlle Abily, Vice-President of the Regional Council of Bretagne
· Romania: Monica Popoaca, Communication and Public Relations Officer, National Union of County Councils

· Italy: Toscana, Susanna Cenni, Vice-President of the Regional Council responsible for equal opportunities; Lombardia, Maria Teresa Coppo Gavazzi, Member of the committee on equal opportunities
12 h 20 – 13 h 15
SESSION 3: The action of national associations

Chair: Aina Simonsen, Director of International Affairs of the Norwegian Association of Local and Regional Authorities

Examples:

· Association of Basque Municipalities (EUDEL): Izaskun Landaida Larizgoitia, Mayor of Ugao Miravalles Municipality
· Association of Luxembourg Towns and Municipalities: Mireille Colbach-Cruchten, Director
· CEMR’s Swiss Section: Jean Meylan, Secretary General of ASCCRE, and Cristiana Storelli, Member of ASCCRE’s Committee
· Association of Polish Cities: Jolanta Barska, Mayor of Nysa
· Union of Cyprus Municipalities: Kalia Martides, Officer
13 h 15 - 15 h 00
Lunch (in the cloister of San Francesco church)
15 h 00
FINAL SESSION:

How to support the implementation of the Charter in the years to come

Chair: Jeremy Smith, Secretary General of CEMR

Rapportrice: Sandra Ceciarini, CEMR Head of citizenship and international cooperation

( Contributions from the floor

Conclusions : Pisa - 25 years later: continuing toward equality
· Message from Anna Záborská, Chairwoman of the Committee on Women’s Rights and Gender Equality of the European Parliament
· Elisabeth Gateau, Secretary General of United Cities and Local Governments
· Roberto Di Giovan Paolo, Secretary General of AICCRE

· Bruna Giovannini, Councillor Quaestor, Regional Council of Tuscany
· Manola Guazzini, Vice President for Equal Opportunities, Pisa Province

· Sonia Bernardini, Deputy Mayor of Pisa responsible for equal opportunities
· Vicenta Bosch Palanca, outgoing Chair of CEMR’s Committee of women elected representatives of local and regional authorities
· Jocelyne Bougeard, new Chair of CEMR’s Committee of women elected representatives 

17 h 00
Closing of the Conference
(
 This conference benefits from the support of the European Commission. 

It has been co-organised with AICCRE, the Region of Tuscany, the Province of Pisa and the City of Pisa.
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