GROUP B: Tomorrow’s Europe: facing the challenges

Session 1: promoting our cultural diversity and preserving our cultural heritage

Andrzej PORAWSKI, Executive Director of the Association of Polish Cities, chaired the session.

· The Organisation of World Heritage Cities

Georgios GIANNOPOULOS, Member of the Rhodes city council and Vice President of CEMR, talked on behalf of the Organisation of World Heritage Cities. The network brings cities closer to the idea of common European values and background, and European cultural diversity. Specific projects are conducted with the involvement of young people to make them conscious of how Europeans are equal through cultural diversity. One example for a project was that children of Rhodes were instructed to learn about world heritage twin cities in Poland, Sweden, Tunisia via internet and e-mail connections. 

· A European network based on cultural diversity: “Cultural Villages of Europe”

Bert KISJES presented the network “Cultural Villages of Europe”, as its President. This network consists of 12 villages from Estonia to Finland, through Greece to Spain. All villages have an average of 2200 habitants. Activities are organized on a yearly basis by one of the villages of the network. In the spring, a meeting is held in a form of a round table for the representatives and mayors of the villages of the network. In the summer, a festival is organised (visitors sleep in the homes of villagers), as well as a summer camp for youngsters. In the course of its 8 years existence, the network functioned successfully and all the villages were actively involved. 

Its benefits were as follows: getting to know the hospitality of different European countries, discovering culture as a means of developing links, recognising the importance of local knowledge and the fact that the experts of time and place are the locals. The Charter of Villages signed by the members of the network in 1999 helped to formulate an image of the world from the perspective of villages. A Europe Tour was organised in the framework of the network, 25 countries and over 50 villages were visited by a small group in 100 days. The main conclusions drawn from the activities of the network are: EU needs the energy and the ideas of small communes, the strength of the building depends on the strength of the small stones, like the villages, villages draw the attention to the importance of finding new ways of employment in each country, and of developing new methods of caring for the elderly.

· A cultural partnership

Milan ŠTURM is a member of the City Council of Nový Jičín, which has official twinning relations with Novellara, Görlitz and Swietochlowice and friendly, non official links with Epinal, Kremnica and Ludwigsburg. The cooperation is generally centred around culture, sport, youth, tourism, economic activities.

The contact with Novellara (IT) is the oldest one, dating back to 1964. In 2004 the 40th anniversary of the link was celebrated through a cultural festival. Every year, Novellara celebrates the day of San Cassiano together with a delegation from Novy Jicín.  At the fair in Novellara, products of the Czech region are presented. The contact with Görlitz (GE) started 26 years ago. Görlitz and Novy Jicín are looking for common solutions and good practices in the field of public administration, environmental protection, territorial development, regeneration and protection of historical monuments and public health. The two towns have very strong interest in cultural heritage. Görlitz is one of the best conserved and most richly repaired towns of the world.

In 1999, a conference was held in Novy Jicín in the framework of which experts from Görlitz presented their views on the preservation of monuments and urban architecture. Following the example of Görlitz, Novy Jicín also included its local community, citizens, civil organizations in the reconstruction process of the town and the decision-making processes concerning it. Practices of brown-field regeneration were also exchanged between the two towns. In Görlitz, the old coal mine and power station were transformed into a zone of leisure activities, with an artificial lake, cycling paths etc.

The main square of Novy Jicín was reconstructed based experiences from Görlitz. Similar projects on regeneration were conducted with Kremnica (Slovakia), Epinal (FR). With Swietochlowice (PL) projects for the support of disabled people and exchanges of local orchestra took place. A cultural exchange is the basis of the link with Ludwigsburg.

Benefits of these twinning links are: help given to local entrepreneurs to present their products during the meetings and events organised by the twin-towns, every year a sport tournament is organised with the participation of the twin-towns, involvement of young people in these events, taking down language barriers.

· The Auderghem-Brussels and Patmos link
Jose DIELENS presented the twinning between Auderghem-Brussels and the island of Patmos. This twinning is very odd from the point of view that it concerns two municipalities of a very different size. Auderghem-Brussels has 30000 habitants, while Patmos 3000. The two municipalities became twinned through personal initiatives. The great advantage of this twinning link is that Auderghem-Brussels serves as a gate for Patmos towards Europe and Brussels (exchanges with EU officials were organised from Patmos citizens), whereas the citizens of Auderghem-Brussels may learn about a completely different lifestyle and viewpoint through visits to Patmos. The concrete areas of cooperation are: waste-water treatment, drinking water. 

Comments, questions from the audience: 

-Can cultural values be protected, such as e.g. the disappearing language of a minority?

-Can the Network of Cultural Villages be extended?

Answers:

UNESCO recognises tangible cultural heritage. Territories with living culture may also highlight themselves, not only buildings. Twinning is a very good tool to promote such values as local dialects, cuisines etc. 

After a certain size it can be difficult to manage the network, however the leadership of the network fully supports the creation of new, independent village circles, or new projects based on the same ideas. 

· Future perspectives

Roger TROPEANO, President of “Les Rencontres” (Association of European Cities and Regions for Culture). This network tries to give answers to a number of questions like: Will the culture of ancient heritage remain, will villages between cities survive, will minor cultures survive? The network groups politicians as well as artists to answer these questions. It is a network that connects twin-towns and allow them to discuss areas of culture, such as the preservation of common cultural heritage, protection of cinemas etc. 

“Promoting our cultural diversity and preserving our cultural heritage” – conclusions prepared by Veronika KRAUSZ (Hungarian National Association of Local Authorities, TÖOSZ)
Session 2: Twinning: a forum for a dynamic, social and sustainable Europe

Heikki TELAKIVI, Director of International Affairs, Association of Finnish Local and Regional Authorities, chaired the session.
· A business centre in Jurbarkas (LT)

Birger MUNTER, Director of Business Development in North Funen Business Council (DK), presented the partnership between the North Funen Business Council and Jurbarkas. According to Mr Munter, development starts with meeting one another and knowing which ‘needs’ are to be fulfilled. He introduced business centres in Jurbarkas that were a support centre for setting up small businesses. One of the problems they had to cope with was the language problem. After they had sent someone there that spoke the language, the problem was largely solved. The cooperation between the two municipalities was started by companies, they are still in good contact with each other.

· From an economic exchange to friendship: Tuam (IE) and Straubing (DE)

Liam BLAKE, from the Twinning Committee of Tuam – Straubing presented this partnership. It all started with an economic exchange, and now there are student exchanges as well as a music exchange. Even though Tuam is only a small city, the student exchange is a great success for both cities. During the student exchange the students stay with host families, for they will better understand each others culture. One of the problems that have occurred is that there is more interest from the German counterpart to visit Tuam than vice versa. 

· A business incubator in Sarajevo (B-H)

Alonso Barranco, from the International Cooperation and Solidarity Department of City of Barcelona (E), presented the partnership between Barcelona and Sarajevo. It started in the beginning of the 90’s, when the city of Barcelona responded to appeals for solidarity particularly by sending humanitarian aid. Then the developed a political cooperation, mainly based on NGO’s and universities, which was gradually extended to a personal cooperation. In 2003, a project began to create a small business incubator. The idea was to stimulate economic activity by supporting businesses as they work to get set up.  The project began with the fixing up of the building of the Spanish International Agency for Cooperation of Sarajevo. Later, training courses on marketing and management were offered to candidates looking to begin a business.  The incubator became operational in May 2005.  Businesses are supported throughout the administrative process as they are getting started, and receive management support once they have been launched. 

At the same time, links were created between several families, and they are still personally involved in the twinning projects. Mr. Barranco concluded by saying that cooperation with different organisations needs different approaches.

· A partnership for agricultural development 
Bert LAGERWEIJ, coordinator in the town twinning association of Ede (NL), presented the partnership between Ede and Chrudim (CZ), which is a purely agricultural twinning activity. It was set up in order to share Dutch farming practices with the municipality of Chrudim. One of the problems for the twinning is the language issue. The twinning with Chrudim is based on friendship. However, it is not possible to set up a twinning activity based solely on friendship. They started with small steps, getting to know each other and trying to build confidence together. 

One of the most important aspects of a good twinning is that both partners work on the same level, both partners must have the same mindset and the same future perspectives. The value of Twinning cannot possibly be expressed in monetary terms.

· Q-Cities Network: a network for innovation 
Christakis MICHALIS, Secretary General of the Municipality of Amaroussion (GR), presented the Q-Cities Network. The idea behind the Quality Cities Network is to share the experiences and knowledge in the field of administrative innovation and more specific innovations in the field of environment.

Questions

- People often say that the base of a good twinning is friendship. However, most of the time there is no money available. Therefore one needs to convince the Council of the municipality in order to receive a grant.  What do we need to say in order to convince the Council that a Twinning is a good thing for the municipality of the city? What are the benefits, what is the impact of a Twinning?

- Concerning the Q-Cities Network, how is the level of quality determined? How does the network give a label to cities?

Answers

- It is difficult to measure the impacts and results of a Twinning. Both partners can learn from each other. It is however difficult to quantify such benefits.  Even though this may be difficult, it does not make it less worthwhile.

- The Q-Cities network has a Steering Committee that is responsible for a correct policy concerning the of the quality labels.

· Future perspectives

Johan ÖRTENGREN, Senior Advisor of the Swedish Association of Local Authorities and Regions, concluded the session by asking a important question for tomorrow’s twinning: ‘what twinning can lead to in terms of results?’. Partly this depends on the focus of the activity, is it merely a social twinning or is development one of the goals? One can put an exclamation mark or a question mark behind the title of this session. The reason to put either one of these, depends on ones perspective.
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